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, VV ERE we to give credit to the fanciftil defcriptions of 
JefFery of Monmouth, and other fabling affertors of the 
Britifh antiquities, we fliould believe, that the arts and 
fciences, the elegancies, luxuries, and refinements of life^ 
were known and praflifed by the Britons, long beford 
their communication with the Romans ? and we might be 
perfu^ded, that even Bath itfelf made a confiderable figure, 
as a city, fome centuries previous to the Chriftian ^Era/ 
JBut if we turn from thefe wild dreams of thfe cloifter, to 
the page of claflical hiftory, we fhall find (from the few 
- hints on the fubjeft which may there be ftiet with) that 

I Little^ if any, credit can be giTen to the details of Britifh tranfadlions pre- 
vious to the arrival of the Romans here, as Polydore Virgil hath well obferved. 
Eqnidem nihil occoltias; nihil incertios; i^ihil ignoratius ; rebas Britannorum a. 
principio geftis ; part im quod an nales, fiquifoerant^ ficut fupra oftendimus Gildam 
teftificari, funditas perierant^ ande poftca fui hiftoriat feripferunt, nihil baurire po- 
tuere, &c. Hill. p. 18. 1. 2U 
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the original inhabitants of our country little delerved 
the Fplendid charaQer thus attributed to them. Scarcely 
emerged from thofe fimple modes of life which are deno« 
minated the hunter Jiate, the Britons^ when firft difcovered 
by the Romans^ did not by any means prefent a pifture 
of national refinement. It was only near the coaft * that 
any traces of civihEatton appeared; and Ibr tkis partial 
improvement in manners, the inhabitants were indebted 
to the communication which they maintained with the 
continental nations, through the medium of commerce. 
In the interior parts of the country all was wild and favage. 
Towns there were none ;« the fcattered dwellings of the 
natives were but miferable huts,3 and many of the moil 
bbvipiis comforts and conveniences of life were utteriy 
unknown to them. Warlike and fierce,^ but at the fame 
lime mild and ttifertiful ;3 precipitate and inconftant,« but 
generous and candid ;7 proud and haughty,"* but benevo- 
lent and hofpitable;^ the ancletot fefitons exhibit, in the 
page of hiftory, that inconfiftent tharafter which is only 

1 Cae&r fpeaking of the l^elgic firitons, fayt, «' £x liis omnibos longe liomaniffiai 
^ faiit qui Cantinm incolbift ; qo^ Mgto tft xntrtitttaia'oflmb : iieqtit anltum a GaK-. 
« Ilea itilflferiiBt cdafuetodiiie.^' Can. il^el. Gad. !&. 5. 

2 Dion. Cafs. Lib. 3^. 

3 Diod. Sic. L. 5. c. 8. 

4 Herod lan lib. 3. 

I ^lofpiribas boni inirdr(|Tie*ibpplTcibti8. Tionop. Vlf^z. *!%• 3. 

6 komdrfbus atque auditidndbi/s pefmoKi fit TtfntMis fepe ttbtn eonfi&a ineunt, 
Caes. Bel. Gal. lib. 4. 

7 Didd. Sic. lib. 5. 

is 'CtXvit ^flgria de 'feipfls fentltfnt. Afrim. £i[ped. Alex. 
9 Diod. Sic. lib. 5. 

found 
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fotmd in an early ftage of fociely, when raen xfLnacr 
4]uainted vkk the t>bligfttions imd ties pf morality Q|r 
religion, regulate their conduct not by any %|sd pr^or 
ciples, but by the wild impulfe of the paflio^^^ or t\\^ 
whimfical dii&iites of caprice* 



This confideration atlone is fuiScienjt to overturn the 
imagmary fyftem of old Britifli refiaemeat^ which the 
writei^s abovie ailiMied to^ m a iiiiilal«;eii regard for the 
honor of their eountryt havie endeavoured to foifl: upcnji 
US; and conviBGes m, that if W!^ exped to diicover any 
trait of it previous to the arrival of the Ro^ians in tbi$ 
Kingdom^ ou;: hispes will be altogether diA^ppointed. 

•Confining our aAitention tfaereftHte to the period fubfe^ 
<pentfx> this event, ve Ihaii endeavour to throw fome 
JightOQ the H^ory of Bath^ under the conquerors 9f .the 
wodd ; to ^om we ac:e indebted for the remf^igis of 
ancient art, iwhiph ft is the purpofe oif the fojilowing Iheet;; 
to ilhaftrftte, 

Fifty-pfive years before the birth of our Saviour, Julius 
Caefar difcovered Britain to the Roman world.* I fay 
di/covered, beic^ufe his partial penetration into it^ and his 
contefts wkh t?wo or three trib» of the jaiaitives, fcai;cely 

I Primus omniam Rpmanorum Divqs Juliq^ c^tifk ei^f^rpifa Bp(9noiam ingrpfiw, 
T#cU. Vit, A|ric. C. >J. 
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amount to any thing furtKer.i The conquefi of the country 
did not take place till nearly a century afterwards. Th6 
long and bloody civil wars in which contending ambition 
plunged the Republic, kept, for. a condderable : tim^, the 
attention of the divided Romans confined to themfelves — ? 
When, at length, the fiercenefs of party was quieted, and 
the commonwealth overturned by the fuperiof addrefs and 
good fortune of Augiiftus; the Emperor, fully employed 
in reconciling the minds of the Romans to this new fpecies 
of domination, had neither time nor inclination to attend 
to the conqueft of a diflant nation, barbarous and wild, 
and cut off as it were from all the habitable wprld.? Ti- 
berius imitated the politic condufl: of Auguflus in this 
refpeft ; and all the preparations of the weak, wicked, and 
capricious Caligula evaporated . in folly. Nor was it till 
the reign of Claudius, about the ye^r of: our Lord 44,- 
that any part of Britain wa$ fairly reduced under the 
Roman yoke ; when Flavins Vefpafian carried the e^gle 
in triumph through the Belgic provinces, and compleatly 
fubdued all the weftern, and fouth-weftern parts of 
Britain.3 

• 

1 Quamqoam pfipfppra pqgQa terni^rit ii^colas, ac Iitorq potitus fit, potefl yidcf} 
oftendifTe poftcris, non tradidiiTe. Ibid. Intadusaat Britannusi Hor. £pod. 7. y.^. 

2 £t penitns toto divifos orbe Britanaos. Virgil. £c. i. v. 6j. 

3. Mox bclla civilian ct in rempublicam verfa principom armat ^c long^ oblivio 
Britanniae etiam in pace. jConfilium id divus Augaflut vocabat, Tiberius prxcep. 
turn, AgitaiTe C. Caefar^m 4e intranda Britannia fatis conftat, ni velox ingenio, 
mobilis pxnitentia, et ingentes adverfus Germaniam conatus frqftra fuiilent. Divas 
Claudius Audlor Operis« tranfvedlis legionibus auxiliifque, et aflumpto in partem 
rptmn Vefpaiianoj quod initium venturae mox fortune fuit, domitas gentes, capti 
reges, et monftratos fatis Vefpafianus. Tacit, in Vit, Agric, c, 13* 

To 
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' To* this period then tve are to look for the origin of 
3ath/— No fooiier .had the Romans penetrated into this 
part of Soiperfetfhire, than the warm and medicinal 
fprings, which had, probably, hitherto flowed unattended 
to alotig the vale, caught their obfervation, and quickly 
determined them to ere6l a flation on tjie fpot. Habituated 
as they were to the ufe of tjie bath, they gladly availed 
themfelves of a iituation which promifed them, with little 
trouble, the indulgence that xould not be procured \n 
their own country without great labour and expence ; - 
and corifidering this advantage as fully counterbalancing 
all inconveniencies, they were pontent to forego their 
ufual principles in choice of fituation, and inflead of fixing 
on any of the neighbourinjg commanding hills for their 
refijdenpe^ thisy planted a colony on the fcite of prefent 
Bath, in the hollow bottom of a deep apd clofe valley^ 

The legions which accompanied Vpfpafian to Englan4 
were the 2d, the 9th, the 14th, and the 20th, Thefe, as 
the Romans extended themfelves in the county, were 
difperfed through the ftations that marked their line of 
conaueft. Part of them of courfe remained at Bath, to 

t Tbe .country arpond Bath might have been copc^uered hy Oftarius, and the colony 
Qf A^ifo^ Soiis eflabliflied by him. — :He fubdued the Iceui and Cangiy (a people of this 
part of Somprfetfhire) about the year of ouf Lord 50^ and built a regular chain of 
Ibrts upon the banks of the Severn and Avpq. Many of his cajlra ajii'va^ or explo^ 
raioria are ilill plainly difcernible. Compare Tacit. Annal. lib. xii. c. 31. ** OJioriut 
4^traft€re arma/ufpeEUsf cinSto/que (C(ijiris Sabrinum et AiitonamJlu*vioscobibereparat,** 
A notification of Ofiorius's prefencp in th.efe parts, is inet with in the name of Aujh 
palTage, called in Doomfday-book OderrC^live, an evident corruption of the Romai^ 
appellation Qftorius. 

regulate 
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regulate and keep quiet the newly acquired territory. 
A detachment of the fecond legion was appointed to this 
fervice; the foldiers of which immediately employed 
therafelves in clearing the country Around, and ereifting 
proper barracks and refidences for the accommodatioA of 
the Cohort. The J)lace was then eftabliflied into a colony;* 
and the name of ^^u^ Solis,"^ or Waters of the Sun, impofed 

% Fueriht olim apwd BrittDnei ndi vrbet, tstrutn t^ro ocldw ioretf et pneidiciDili 
€DftQ>i6Q9e xxiiii* MonicifMii fciltcet 1 1 ; Verolnmiiiin ct £boraciiin | Tiiii cdDoi|» 
fc. Londinium, Aog«fta« Camalodunuma. GemiMe Martlap— Rhotiipit* ThormaD 
«— Aquae Solis—^Ifca Secanda— rDeva Gectca-«r-Clevuni5 Claudia— Linda lo^^Caiii* 
boricam — Ricardi Coria^^s de fitti Brit, c, vii, llie cronies wvre Aii)j«A to the 
ftodoan Law$; enjoyed nil the Hghti of Roman cidztnsi and Wexegovcrneid kf a 
fenate of their own elejUon, ColoniaB^oxa conftitataqoe omnia popnli Romani 
habent. * Aq]iis Gel, Nod. Att. lib* xiv. c, 31* 

2 Aqu2 Soils is the name of Bath ia the Itineraiy of Antokiinus ; wbere it occufs 
thus^« Iter xiv. Utm alio Itlnere «b tfea (C^lbOn) Calleram (UchcAorJ M, JP» 
^iii. (103 miles). 

Ab JUca • » • • V . Fyon Caerleon« 

Venta Silurum V » M. P, ix. - - Caergwent* 
Abone - - - - M, P. iv. - • Aunlbory. 
Trnjedtas • - . • ^ M. P. ix. • • Heahttfn 
AiquiBSoKs « ^ - M. P«vi. • - B^tk. 
In Ptolim^*ij[iography Bath occurs under the name oC'tlat.ra Bm^/m^ or warm waten« 
ToK^f AtJCvmi BEAXAii^ voX«k. I^x^^ (Ifca) *tiara^fixa (Batb} Ovtrr* (Venta},' 
The ffa^l^a ipentioned by Stephanus from Polybiqs is fuppofed to baye been another 
name for the 'fame city. BAMZA, itc!>^ rnq 'Eftrlawm^f Tliiht^tot i]p«;iMHliiiwfw^ ^ f OriMy 
BaK«»6'. Step : de Urb : Tho* Wefsding doubts« and wit!h ^eod ^tptlvn, if»teili«f 
it were intended under that n^me. Imo facile reperias quiBoA^A Fo]ybii«p«l Ste^b ; 
hue referantj iitopuTfiy ut liqueti Teceptiore Aquarum nomine Bath | quod ij^Anftll 
Britannis Polybii aet^'te ufitatum fui0e commonftrarent nondom remtenerent : ne^!^ 
enim ufque a Poljbio fcriptum accepimus in ea urbe calidnrnit aquarum baHnea 4iiilS^ 
J3tf/i&0ir/«pravaLatinitateX:)fliernusin Vit, S. EJphegi c« i. appellat«*--Wd!i^(« 
Anton. Itio* p, 486, 

upon 
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Upod it; ii) allufion to its warui medicinal fprings/ which 
were fuppofed to receive their heat from the influence of 
thftt vivifyiijg plaaet. 

Having arranged thefe neceflary preliminaries, the next 
care of the Romans was to collet together the^ mineral 
waters tha): had hitherto wafted their healing powers on 
the wild foUtudes through which they flowed; and to 
ere£l bath$ for thie pleafure^ healthy and comfort of the 
ioh/ahicaQts of the bcw city« 

This we fire jutlified in fuppofing would be a very early 
ftep with tHe ji^omans after their ^ttiement here ; fincc 
there was no luxury in higher eftimation with them than, 
frequent bathing. As linen was not generally ufed till 
the times of the lower empire, cleanlinefs rendered con- 
ftant ablutions abfolut&ly neceflary; and^ hence it was 
(according to an ancient writer), that the decent Rom^an, 
after every foxt of exercife, or corporal exertion, pli^nged 
into the fiatih, to free himlelf from the difagreeable con-^ 
fequemces of extresoe heat, and to refreftx and. invigorate 
his exhaufled frame.* The like indulgence was generally 
ufed immediately before fupper, the great meal of this 
luxurious people ;'' though iome adopted a cojjitrary prac*- 

Oneir: Lib: i. c. 66. 

2 Pro hinc cubicolo te refer, et leAoIo'Iaffittidtnein refove, et^xarbttriolavacraa 
pete hos quaruxn voces accipis> tuae famuhe, ieduld tibi prsipimniftrabimo«, nee cor«> 
poris curatac tibi regales epuls morabuntur. L.: Apul: Metan: Lib: 5. in 
prtncip ; 

tice. 
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tice, and never bathed till afterwards.* 'Whatever differenctf^ 
however, there might be in the times of ufing them, the 
baths were places of great refort, and crouded with evefy 
defcription of charafter — the fenfual and the wife * the idle 
and the aft i ve ; the fpendthrift and the mifer ; the philofo- 
pher and the buffoon. — Here, not only the body of the 
bather was refrelhed by every art of wafhing, anointing,? 
rubbing, pinching, fqueezing, &c.3 but his eye was amufed 
with the fight of gymnaftic exercifes, in the furrounding 
Xyfti and porticoes ; and his eai: gratified with the recita* 
tion of poems, fongs, and various other compofitions, 
which the authors, for the gratification of their vanity, or 
for the fale of their works, w^ere wont to repeat to the 
company affembled at the Baths* 

To provide for a praftice that contributed fo greatly to 
comfort us well as amufement, and which confidant habit 
had rendered altogether neceffary to the Romans, would 
occupy their immediate attention, after having difpatched 
the more important concerns of their new colony ; and it 
is probable thofe remains of fplehdid baths, .difcovered in 
the year 1755, were part of the original T/iermce erefted at 

1 Ot Jk MfA^ctyorrt^i «r« ^i XaovTai. Artim. ot fopra. 

2 The luxurious Roman went to a confidcrable cxpencc both in the ointments 
nfed on thcfc otcaiions, and the materials with which his body was rubbed after their 
application. Jam Trimalcio ungoento tergebatur non linteis, fed palliis ex moUifli- 
ma lana fadis. Petron: Arb. in Satyr : p, 21. 

3 Scabor, fuppellor« defqaamor, pumicor, ornor^ 
. Expilor, pingor-'Saysa bather inLucilius. 

Aqux 
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ft 

Aqiuz SoUs, BS foQn a? the cqnquerors were once fettled in 
that place*? 

• The following defcrtption of thefe remains is extr^£ied 
from the Hiftory of Somerfetfhire; an account which I 
deemed it neceflary to introduce, as they are now entirely 
bidden from infpeftion, by buildings erefted over them. 

^* The walls of thefe baths were eight feet in height, built 
f* of wrought ftone lined with a ftrong cement of terras ; 
•* one of them was of a femicircular form, fifteen feet in 
^* diameter, with a ftone feat round it eighteen inches high, 
f * and floored with very fmooth flag ftones. The defcent 
^* into it was by feven ftone fteps, and a fmall chjunnel for 
*^ conveying the water ran along the bottom, turning at a 
" right angle towards the prefent King's Bath. At a fmall 
** diftance from this was a very large oblong bath, having 
f^ on three fides a colonade, furrounded with fmall pilafters, 
f* which were probably intended to fupport a roof. On 
*f one fide of this bath, were two fudatofies nearly fquare, 
^* the floors of which were compofed of brick, covered 
with a ftrong coat of terras, and fupported by pillars of 
brick, each brick being nine inchps fquare, and two inches 
in thicknefs. Thefe pillars were four feet and a half high, 
f^ and fet about fourteen inches afunder, compofing a 
f« Hypocauft, or vault for the purpofe of retaining the 

1 They were certainly among th^ Jrjl of the Roman works here, being difcovered 
at the depth of twenty feet below the furface of the ground'; which is four feet lower 
ttein any of the otheo and probably later fragments 'of arcHitedlure were found, 
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^ heat ncceflary for the rooms above. The interior walU 
" of thefe apartments were fet round with tubulated bricks 
" or funnels, about eighteen inches long, with a fmall 
orifice opening inwards, by which the fteam cf heat was 
communicated to the apartment. The fire-place from 
which the heat was conveyed was compofed of a final} 
f^ conical arch at a little diftance from the" outward wall ; 
^' and on each fide of it, adjoining to the above-mentioned 
" rooms, were two other fmaller fudataries o[ a rircular 
f* fliape, with feveral fmall fquare baths^ and a variety of 
f* apartments which the Romans ufcd preparatory to their 
f * entering either the hot baths or fudal)ories ; fuch as their?- 
f * gidariurrij where the bathers undreffed themfelves, which 
f ' was not heated at all ; the Tepidarium which was raode^ 
f* rately heated, and the EUothefion^ which was a fpiallroom^ 
f' containing oil, ointments, and perfiunes. Thefe rooms 
f* had a communication with each other, and fome of them 
f* were paved with flag ftones, and others beautiftdiy teflel- 
** lated with fmall dies of various colours. A regular fet of 
f* well wrought channels conveyed the fuperiluous water 
V from thefe baths to the river Avon." 



The new polony being thus fumilhcd with magnificent 
baths, which were found to be not only pleafur^le, but 
{from the quality of their fprihgs) extremely healthy alfo 
to thpfe who ufed them, foon became a |Jace of refort. 
The Roman enervated by luxury, or worn out with toil, 

J M, MitruYius, lib ; 8, c, 2, 

fought 
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ioagbt ftfengtJfi afld renovation in tbofe veiy Areams \diich 
give health and eiiergy to the difabkd of the prefent day ; 
and our .Britifli anceftors themfelves^ quitting, by degrees, 
the wild receffes of the neighbouring forefts, and the 
rudenefies of favage hfe, would at length be brought to 
admire the elegancies, and participate in the delights of 
Aquae Solis*^ 

A pf ogrcfiiive improvement in the number and magni^ 
licence of the buildings, and a gradual increafe in wealth and 
population, would be the natural confequences of this uni-^ 
vcrfal refort to the waters erf" the fun*— ^Exclufive, however^ 
of the celebrity which the virtufes of its fprings conferred 
on the place ; it received an addition of refpeftability from 
its being the iituation of a mint ; and the only town in this 
part of Britain for the manufa6lure of the legionary arms^ 
The former affcrtion is rendered probable^ from the cir-» 
cumflance of Bath being one of the nine colonifes that the 
Romans eftabliftied in Britain ; which colonies, as well as 
the two niunicipia, were ilKlulged with the privilege of 
minting their own coin. The faft of the great military 
forge being eftablifhed at the fame place, will be found to 
be proved by the obfervations on the firft fcpulchral monu- 
ment confidered in the following flicets. 

1 PauUatinque disceflum ad delinimenta vitioram, porti(ii28, et balneai eC cohvi« 
riorum degantiam : idque apud imperitos huraamtas vocabatur. Tacit ; Agrk ; 
Vit: c. 21. 

C 2 The 
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The Roman city when compleated, exhibited a pentagoii 
in form ; of twelve hundred feet in length, and about 
eleven hundred feet in breadth, at the wideft part. Aftrong 
wall nine feet thick, and twenty in height furroundcid it^ 
Five circular towers, one at each angle, defended this wall ; 
and four gateways, which, according to the Roman prin- 
ciple, faced the cardinal points, gave entrance into the city 
The foffe-road, one of the four great Britifli military ways, 
ran immediately through it from North to South, and was 
interfefted at right angles, by another ftreet, running in a 
direftion Eaft and Weft, In the centre of the city, (the 
fcite of the prefent Abbey church-yard, and the upper part 
df Stall-ftreet) were fituated the Prsetorium ; the refidences 
of the centurions, and rtiilitary tribunes ; together with the 
fpacious baths, and a magnificent temple dedicated to Mi-- 
nerva.* Whilff various other temples, facella, votive altars, 
and confecrated ftatues, were difperfed iii other parts, and 
gaVe additional fplendor xoAquxSolis. 

• N 

4 » 

; I , 

■ 

It is probable the far greater part of its inhabitants, at 
feaft for a confiderable time after the eftablifhment of the 
colony, confifted of legionaries; as the Romans do not 

1 Many parts of thb temple are ftill preferved, which atteft its former elegance, 
and place its ere^ion at an early period of the Roman dominion in this country. 
Apaongft them ar^ a beautiful Corinthian capital,t*and ai; elegant fragment of cornice, 
equally excellent in their defign and execution ; and feveral pieces of columns, 
arehitraves^ and friezes.*— Moft of theie point at the Cvrinthian order, and lead to. 
the concluiion, that this temple of Minerva was originally of that ftyle of archi- 
te^ure ; the only example of it (according to the obfervation of Mr, Barke^ whei^ 
he faw the remains) as yet di&overed in Britain* 

appear 
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appear to have allowed many of the natives to mcOrporate 
with them in their fettlements of this nature** But at the 
fame time, it cannot be queftioned, that fome of the Britons 
would at lengthy from various caufes, be drawn thither ; 
and affift in forming that confiderable population which the 
great extent of the original city proves it to have formerly 
boafted, 

- About the year of our Lord 72 or 73, Julius Agricok^ 
whofe character and adions have been fo admirably detailed 
by the incomparable Tacitus, was appointed Legate of 
Britain, by the Emperor Vefpafian, It was fortunate for 
the Rjoman interefts in this country, that a commander fo 
^ble and vigilant (hould be named to the regulation of their 
affairs here; for although their dominion had been but of 
a few years continuance, yet a fad relaxation in military 
difcipline, and a careleflhefs and profligacy of manners^ 
had already crept in, which rendered them defpicable in the 
eyes, and open to the attacks of the furrounding Britons. 
The aftivity, vigilance, and fuperior talents of the neW 
propraetor, quickly reftored refpeftability to the Roman 
arms, and order and difcipline amongil the legionaries^ 

m 

1 We may Infer this from the accoant Tacitus gites of the gemralJUmgiter com* 
mitted by the Britons npon the inhabitants of Verulam/ Colchefter, and London 
(the two latter of which were rtf/ffv/Vi), under Bonduca's revolt; a deftradUon that 
would have been lefs univerfal, had thefe places been inhabited, in any confiderable 
proportion, by their own ^onntrymen^ — Compare Taieit. Aanal ; lib; ai«c,g3« 



%W TBX UrrKOWCTlOOt. 

Th^ Silurei and Ordemitis (inhabitants of Wales), wefd 
ytt tmfubdued y and bdn^^ a warlike and hardy people^ 
offered a noble hartreft of glory to the gallant mind of 
Agricola. He accordingly bent his attention to that quar*' 
ter, and in a fhort time compleatly conquered the whole 
of Wale$, and all its neighbouring ifles. But the talents 
of Agricola were not only fuch as fhone with unrivalled 
luftre in the field of batde — he was equally qualified to 
cohquer^ and t6 feeure his acquifitions by the moft falu^ 
tary political regulations. *^ Intimately acquaixtted with 
huHKin nature, he was aware, that whilft the Roman do- 
minion over the Britons was fupported by the principle of 
fear alone, it would be but precarious and infecure* — He 
ikw that theit minds as well as bodies muft be fubdued, 
that it was rieceflary to wean them from their old habits, 
manners, and modes of thinking, which had oil a tendency 
to keep alive a warm fpirit of national pride and courage, 
and an ardent thirft for liberty^ utterly incompatible with 
fyflematic fubjeftion.— ^No fooner had the rigour of winter 
precluded further military operations therefore, than he 
direfted his attention to the execution of a plan, conceived 
in the very fpitit of political wifdom. The difperfed and 
uncivilized Britons were called together, and encouraged 
both by precept and example, to imitate the focial habits 
of Roman life. All the neceffary arts were fir ft commu- 
nicated to them; afterwards fuch as are more immediately 
connetEled with comfort and elegance. Tliey were in* 
ftrufted in Roman literature ; taught to admire and imitate 
Roman architefture ; to adopt the Roman garb ; to affeft 

Roman 
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Roman manners ; to praBice all the modification^ of Ror 
man luxury ; and thus, under the fair (hew of civiliaatioa 
and refinement, tQ emaiculate their minds; extinguifh their 
native dignity of fpirit ; aoid fit themlelve^ for uncomr 
plaining ferviti^, ai)d irreverfible bondage/ 

A$ the eKpe4ition$ of Agricola hfd been hitherto cour 
^ned to WiaieS) and its tieighbourfaood, there i^ no doubt 
jthat part pf his army wpuld^ 4uring thi« period, be occar 
(ionally at Aque SQli$; land it is equally probable, this 
colony wopld be the chief theatre on w^hich thefe political 

^rts pf the fagaqious fomijiandef were difplayed. 

' . - « » • 

In the year of our Lord 1^20 the £n)peror Hadrian 
eroded to England, accompanied by the iiKth legion. A 
^cohort of )this body feem$ to have beeij ^t4ed at Bath 
foon a&er it§ arrival; a$ maybe inferred from the ftyle of 
the letters, the natmre pf the ligaturesj and other circum'* 
fiances in tl^ iuicriptions N0. ^, and No. 6, which comr 
fnemprate an officer of this legioo, and appear to clainf 
inn antiquity a$ high a^ the middle of the fecond century. 

t Set}ucBi Jiicms fiilub:ririipi^ jcoofilUs ^h^v^Y^ K^oiqup ut Hoqimep diiper^ 

.^c rudcs> ^Q^ue bellq faciles^ quleti et otto ftr *voJttptates affuffcerent : hortari prlvatiro, 
adjuTare publicc, ut templay foca> domtis exihuerent« laudando promptos, et catti- 
gaado {egnes*«^ta Iidaoub a3ln^latiQ, .pro AcceffitAte Jtt^u lam vero priacipani 
jilios liberalibus artibus erudire, %% ingenla Britannorum ftudii^ Gallorum antefefre, 
Ut qai modo linguam Romanam abnuebant^ eloquentiam concupifceceivt. Inde 
jCtiam iiabitas noftri honor, et iirequeivs toga. Paallatiinque difceiTum ad deliniaienta 
yitiorum^ porticus, et balnea> et conv.iyiorqm elegantiam. Idque afud imferitos hu» 
^anitas n)coahatur^ cum fars /cruitiUis ejfc Tacit; in Vit; Agric. c. 21. 
lidit; filzi'. 1665, . • I ' .; 

fijimilar 



xfi THE INTRODUCTION. 

Similar authorities evince that part of the twentieth 
legion, and a proportion of the Vettohenfian horfe, were 
quartered at the fame place/ but when Rationed, or hpw 
long they continued at Bath, >it i^ impoffible to fay. - The 
latter not being mentioned in the Notitia Imperii, (which 
furvey was drawn up a little previous to the middle of the 
fifth century) had moftlikdy quitted the ifland before 
that time.— Of the former we can glean ijo ipfprmation ; 
fmce the only mention made of them in this country, is 
contained in our infcription No. .2, and in anothe?* found 
fit Bowes in Yorkfliire, and preferved by Horfley.^ 

Towards the commencement of the fifth century, the 
Romans, being extremely prefled by the incurfions of the 
Gothic nations, found it neceffary to withdraw their forces 
from the diilant provinces, in order to defend the heart 
of the empire ; and Britain, of courfe, ampngft thdr other 
dependencies, was obliged to render up a proportion of 
her legionaries. Upwards of twenty thoufand Roman 
foldiers, were, however, ftill left in the kingdom, and re- 
mained there for twenty-five, or thirty years after the firft 
requifition. — But the exigencies of the empire becoming 
ftill more preffing, even thefe were at length recalled ; ahd 
all the legionaries finally left Britain about the middle of 
the fifth century, in the reign of Theodofius the fecond. 

» 

1 Vide No, i, and No, a. ' 

2 The infcription runs thus : Dea Foriuna Virtus Lufus Legatus 'Af^gufialu /r^- 

j^rottor balimum nji ignis exujium cohort prima Thracum rejiituit curantt Valerio Frontonc 

' - • ■ « • 

Jfrctpaoequitum ala Vttt'enum. £fti»:'Roin: Infcrip: Yorklhirei IJp, ».. 

'• Then 



*rhen prhhihlfC ahd' ftOt 4:iII then,' would the Rc)iAan in- 
habitants' of-Aqu* Solis,^ rfeluftantly ^uit ^tb^ir abodesi 
and relinquifli to ibe- Btkoft^, a-city* originally raifed by 
Rbman labotir ; deccirated by RSteian taftej and ottering 
to the ivo|u|>tu%ry all the. arts of Roman diflipationa ^ 



« « J 



• Such is the ttmoiint of the fcanty and imperfefl infor- 
inatioa which we hat^ been able to colleQ, relative to the 
Roman hiftory of Bath« — Tht numerous remains of claf- 
fical architeflure, however, which have been at various 
times difcover€d here^ prove, beyond a doubt, that it muft 
have been a magnificent city, in which the fine arts flou- 
rifhed, and were liberally . cultivated. Thef Romans^ 
blending a tafte for tHefe, with their paffion for dominion^ 
made foqae amends . for their devaftations, by immediately 
adorning what tfeey conquered ; and concealing the v^ftiges 
of havoc, under the nobleft monuments of architefture. 
Many of the fragments dug' lip kt Bath> are in a flyle of 
elegant mafortry that mirks the aera of their execution to 
have been during the firft century, before xhe arts were . 
much paft. their zenith in Rome.; moft of them, however, 
are of later date, and were probably executed after the 
third century, when the arts had Tadly degenerated in the 
weftern worlds owing to the building of Conftantinople, 
and the various irruptions and depredations of the unci- 
vilized Northern nations oil the Roman empire* 

. A-coniidexable 'noiuber of fragments, and feveral im- 
perfeft infcfriptioiii, exclufive of thofe iHuftrated in the 

» following 



following jpag^s^ have been cUfcovered in, and immc^ 
diately near the city of Bath^ s^t different times^ ManV 
of thefe are not now to be founds aiid ieveml whieh remain^ 
are fo mutilated as not to adaaJuany conjefiure relative to 
their original defignaition*^ It may* however* be gmtiiying 
to the reader to be informed what the infcriptions w^ere ; I 
fhall therefore Conclude this introdu£kion with a few c*- 
trad:s from Ldand^ Camden, Guidott, and Horlley, that 
will af!ard a general account of them« 

John Leland> the antiquary^ was authorized by Henry 
the Eighth^ in the 25th year of his reign, to make a tour 
through the kingdom for the purpofe of inveftigating the 
national antiquities, more particularly the xnon^dk cmes^ 
and colle^liEig charters,, deeds, records, manu£crfpt9,,&c«. 
from the liboraxies of the differeut reli^us houfes. It was 

t Thttt is onr excc|>tioR to thU. Im tbe ytan %79^ two fin^neats wen 6mg of, . 
iaprepaupg an cxcavatioji fot the fbondation o£ tht new Fttmp-rooniA bearing part 
of an infcriptiony cot in (harp and elegant Roman capitals* PazzHng as tfie letters 
are in their prefent ftate, GoTemor Pbwnal^ has, witb ibfiaite iugeniihy-, and great 
leaQiiQg# enndeaiad thdr naantng,. and lecoirjezed the infctipriDA of whacb Atf 
make, a pait»-^Ht reada-itr with the gfcat«ft probahility ,. as foDow^.; aad-faj^ofes it 
to have been placed in the friete. of an entablatare, -of a poitico, belonging to the 
j£(iit Satutu^ at Aquet Solis. 

AuLus €lavdixss J^iGM»iv% 960Ai.i«« Aseirv*- FffBaoavw cM&a^io* ' 

JLoMGASaHtlA OEfOtSAHANLC i£n^ir Cr MIlldi4rV»TDMrAT^|>A»BH9ESaiSl iSf^ , 
VZNTA ILLIQ PECVNIA KEFECI £T KEPrl^Cl CUEAVLT. 

The import of which is ; A : C : Ligurius a member of the CoUege'of the Fabri, or 
armonrers, refitted and beaatified, (from a fom of money foand in ^/cria or earthen * 
Toflfel): ihti/Cdm SalMii*^ ofi Tcanple of JHeakh,. whicJ^-wtt ik a saiiuttJ flue. 
9av. Fownal'asdefcn{itiaOj 4^p«. o£ B^ Ajttif ^l ics, p. 11^^ i8fia« ^ 

during ^ 
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dnring this pro^ds that be vifited Bath, -wheact he foand 
the following fragment^ of Rbnuai mafonry. 



it 
$t 



There be divers ni^bte antiquities engraved in fiotie, 
that yet be.fene y^ the %valles of fiathe betwixt the Soi^h 
gate and the Wefte gate; and agayn betwixt ^he Wefte 
f^ gate and the! NOf th gale. 

^^ The gril vn^ an antique bed . of a man made al flat^ 
^* and having great lokkes of here ^s I have in a coine of 
^* C. Antius. 

*' The fecunde that I did fe bytwene the South and the 
^* KTorth gate was an image, as I toke it, of Hercules ; for 
^' he held yn eche hand a ferpent* 

^' Then I faw the image of a foote^-inan^ Vibrato gladw 
^' ct p-iBtmfa dypra. 

" Then I faw a braunch with leves folded apd wrethiij 
^* into circles. 

"Then I faw ^ naked images lying along, the one im- 
*' bracing the other. 



'' Then I faw to autique hedde? with heere as rofejid yn 
^' lojckes. 

»* Then I faw a grey-hound as renning and at the tayle 
f* of hym was a ftone engravid with great Roman letteK, 
*f bcjt I pould pike no fentence out of i^, 

P3 ^^Then 
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. , ** Then I faw. another .infcription, but the wether had, 
^* except a few. letters, clere defacid. 

, *' Then I faw toward the Weft-gate an image of a man 
<* embraced with 2 ferpentes. I took it for Laocoon^-— ' 

*' Betwixt the Wefte and tjie North-gate. 
" I faw two infcriptions of the which fum wordes were 
^* evident to the reader, the refidue cleiie defac id. 



€f 



Then I faw the image of a naked man. 






" Then I faw a ftpne having Cupidines et labrtffcm 
*• inter currentes. 

" Then I faw a table having at eche ende an image vivid 
•* and floriftied above and benath. In this table was an 
infcription of a tumbe or burial, w her in I faw playnly * 
thefe wordes, vixit annos XXX. This infcription wjis 
meately hole but very diffufely written, as letters for hole 
*' wordes, ^nd 2 or 3 letters conveid in one. 

*• Then I faw a 2 images, whereof one was of a naked 
** manne grafping a ferpent in eche hand, as I took it; and 
** this image was not far from the North-gate. 

f' Such antiquities as were in the waulles froci.the Nortb- 
f ' gate tQ thp Eft, and from the Eft-gate to the South, hath 

*^ been 



THE INTRODUCTION. xxi 

^^bcen defacid by the building of the monafterjr; an^ 
^* new wauUes." 



• In the year 1522, a fepulchral altar, bearing the fol- 
lowing infcription, (in the ufual abbreviations) was dug up 
in the village of Walcot» 

Caius Murrius Caii filius Arniensis (tribus) 
foro julii modestus miles legion is secund : 
: x. adjutrici8 plje fidelis julii seguvdi an i 
: norum viginti quinque stipkndlorym hic 

situs est. 

At the fame tinie this was difcovered ; 

Dis Manibus Marcus Valerius Marci filiu^ 

LaTINUS CSNTURIO EQUES-MILES LEGIONIS VICE: 
: SIMA an NORUM TRIGINTA QUI N QUE STiPfi^DI : 
:p]tUM VIGINTI HIC SITUS EST, 

Both thefe altars, Camden tells us, were removed by 
Mr. Robert Chambers (a great lover of antiquities) who 
found them, into his own gardens ;* and were afterwards 
inferted in a wall |>elQnging to the houfe of a Mrs. Chives 
near the Crofs Bath, where Horfley faw them about 
feventy years ago. 



^ Camden Brit* voL i. p. 91. Edit. 172^, 
% Hors. Brit, Roi9« p. 3«6« 



Ifi 
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- Ip the inner (ide pf the wall between the North and 
Weft gates, were to be feen, in Camden's tiroe^ the figure 
of Hercules holding up his left hand, with his club in the 
rigllit. — Ne^r it, in a byojccn piece of ftone was this in-, 
fcription in Urge apd beautiful letters ; 

Decurio Coi.oNi4i; Gl^vensis vixit 

Attached to this, was the Teprefentatkwi of leaves folded 
ip, and i\k i fepukbr^ table between two little images, 
one whereof held an Amcdtf^an horri, there were written 
in charafters fcarcely legible, and badly executed^ thefe 
words; 

Dl9 MaVIBUS SOCCljB PltTROMIA VfXIT AKNOft 
7R8S ^EiHai^S Q;UATU01l StlES NOVKM VAfcBRtU>S> 
PETRONIUS — EtTuXCTIA SaBXNA FILIil CARlSSXMiE; 

FECERUNT,* 

' i 

t dr. 6Qi4Qtt gWcft the ibUowiiig accouet of Hm' ftpulchr^ aihar, together 
with a diiFcr^t iuter^ret^ion of its iafcription. <' Ngxt to that lower, towarcU 
the Weft-eate is the inonoinent of one of the children of two Romans,. Frimuiusi 
jRcmuitu, VipomultUf or rather VHtf^mmltn, (for that word in the ftone is fomcwhat 
difficull, to h^ rc^d) and Vi&u/arinay with a longer, and. exAfVly Ronaan infcripttori« in* 
a fcpulchral tablet betweeh two little images, whereof the one holds the horn of; 
Ainaltkaai or cornucopia \ the other brin^eth a flying roll or winding lift, or banner 
over the left ihoolder. . The infcription thus — Dns mattibus fucceffce, F*^troni<z^ 'vtxit 
pines trOf men/es qnaiuory dies novem. V*ittfomulns et T'iSfiJhrina Jilics Cat\Jf.mx 
fecerunt. Dr. Gnidott's Difpourfe of the Paths, p. 80. * 

A little 
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A little below Xhu^ on in broken pWce of ftomb^ Were the 
following letters } 

V R N 

I OP 

Betx^eeft the Weft sttid South gates was a fculpfire re* 
prefenting O/Amcwj enfolded by a fefpeirt;' two fliafcuIiAe 
heads with curling locks ; & hare running; and a great ftone 
with ihefe letters : 

/ L 1 A 
I L I A 

A naked man grappling with a foldier ; twd etimbehfc 
figures embracing each othfer; i foot-foldier with hid 
fword and flricld;. another with his- Hiifei;* atfd thefbietters 
engraven on a monumental ftone j 

L I I V S S A 

s V X s a 

together with the head of Medufa." 

1 Dr. Wynter is of opinion, tbjlt ^' vfhit Mr. Camden calb fomethinj of ail 
'f ancient image of Hercules grafpibg*a ftrpeift'in Kis band| was the local Hercules 
" . with the reed in his hand, his proper enfign, as tutelar deity of waters ; and far- 
«f ther, that his O'plHucbks enfolded hf a ferpent betMreen iVSt Weft anS SdotH gate^ 
*< was the figure of the Greek j£fcuiapiui^ verjr propdir fof tKk^plabdl^* TMtXb^ 
Bathing* p. lo and ii« Horflty's Brit* Rom. 3294 

ft Camden's Brit» y, u p. 92* 

Dr. 
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« 

- Dr. Guidott mentions a few fragments of Rothati ifta- 
fonry as vifible in his time, which are not now to be found/ 

•* Between the Weft and South-gates 'were two fierce 
heads, one within the cope of the wall, and another on 
the outfide thereof. Hard by an angry man laying hold 
of a poor peafant, which may be a b6ld infuking Roman^ 
on a diftreffed captivated Briton. 






" 'Two killing and clipping each other, which by the 
** crook in the right hand of one, and the dog upon the 
" other, feera to b^ a fhepherd and his miftrefs ; the dog 
" reaching up towards the head of the woman* 

^' A foot-foldier brandifhing his fword, and bearing out 
*' hh fliield. 

" A footman with a truncheon in his right hand. 



t€ 



A great face, or a giant's head, with hair. 



*' At Walcot, a parifh adjoining to this city, was found 
" a ftone with this ihfcription : 

VIBIA IVCVNl)A 

... JTjL ad. Hd 

*' Jucunda was an Agnomen of the family ofCarvilidy and . 
^* it feems of Vibta^ as L^etus of the Claudueeiud Pomponide.''' 



% • 



1 Gnidott's Difcoarfct of the Baths, p. 8i. 

• • • 

The 
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TKe Doftof mentions the following coins is having been 
dug up at Bath. — ^A brafs Vefpqfian, bearing this legend on 
the face; IMP. CAES. VESPASIAN. P. F. AVG. Im^ 
perator Cafar Vejpafianus Pius Seltx, Augtfftus. Reverfe : 
PIETAS AVGVSTI. with th6 figure of juftice between 
the letters S; djenatiis con/ultunii 

r 

A filver Trajan with this infcription on the face ; IMPi 
TRAIANO. AVG. GER. DAC. P. M. TR. P. Impe^ 
ratorz^ Trajano Augujio Gernmnico Dacico Pontijki Maximo 
TribunitiaPote/iate.'-'Rcverk; COS. V. P; P. S. P. Q. R* 
OPTIMa PRINC. . Confuli quinto Patri Patr/ee Senatus 
Populvfquc Romanics Optimo Principii 

A brafs Caraujius ; the infcription on the facci runs thus ; 
IMP. C. CARAVSIVS. P. F. AVG. Imperator Cczjdr Ca^ 
ravfius Pius Felix Auguftus. On the reverfe^ PAX* A\4Gi 
PaxAuguftii. 

A brafs Alexander Severus With this infcriptioii; IMP. d 
M. AYR. SEV. ALEXAND: AVG. Imperator U/an 
Marcus Aurelius Severus Alexander Auguftus. Reverfe; 
P. M : T. M. R. II COS. P. P. Pontifex Maximus Tribu 
nitia Poteftate Secundo Conful Paier Patriae. 

# 

Mr* Hotfley gives an engraving and defcriptiori of- ia 
curious (lone he had feen in or near Bath^ towards thei 

1 Vide PUny^s Epift : stu* lib : 2. 

JB clofc 



xxt!. Tim nmunxjcTtDav 

clofe of the laft ctntnty, trhkh was prefented to Df » Miif^ 
grave, zttd at the time of Horfle/s writings remained iii 
the pofieffion of his fon^ 

It reprefemi a female head, with the hail' highly raifed^ 
and curioufly drefled, fuch as appears tor have been jGK{biGai-< 
able in the time of Juvenal, who ridicules it in the following 
lines: 

Tot prmit orMmkis, tot adhnc compagibus aUurn 
j£dificat caput, Aridromdchert afrontevidebis; 
Poft minor, credos alianir. Sat : vi. v. 50i# 

This piece of antiquity is, I believe, at prefent pre- 
ferved in the ineftimable coUedion of Lord Pembroke, 
at Wilton, 

In the repofitory which contains. moft of the Remains. 
of Antiquity treated of in the following fheets, are many 
other fragiftents j»f -Roman ArchitcQure. TTiefe confift 
of a piece of cornice, elegant in defign, aud highly finiChed 
in point of execution. — Two fraglaaits of a magnificent 
capital of the Corinthian order — parts of a plain column 
and pilaller, eighteen inches in diameter. The pediment 
of a portal with the figures of Genii fculptured on it, and 
feveral koUow tiles, twelve inches long, niqe deep, and four 
broad, with which the ancients formed the flues that heated 
their hypocaufts, chambers, paffages, &c. 

t Guidott p. 76. 

'. Horfle/'sBriwRom, p. 329. 
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VALERIAN* VICTRICIS STIPENDIORUM NOVEM 
At^NOilUM yiGINTC NOVEM NATIONE «BiE3LCA EX 

colli:g70 ¥ABA*i'Cje £1,atus >hi<: $itus £*st« 

JS UJMB.E& I. xeprefents a monumental done^ difcor 
veced in the month of Oftober ,i 708, :by certain workmen^ 
mko yi&cc digging in, and rjepairing the road called the 
^ofle^ ^Qrig4|lally a Rojuan way, which now fojrms the 
Ji^ondon road running .through Walcojt. 

it appears to have been erefled to the memory of Julius 
Vitalis, a native of Belgic Britain, or Weftern England ; an 
firmourer, and ftipendiary of the twentieth legion, who 
'd'ied at Bath, in the mnth year ^ his iervice, and t^e 
}:wenty-niilth of his age, 

P 2 Many 
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Many curious particulars are connefted with this in^i 
fcription, which merit individual confideration. 

The Cognomen VitcUU isi not an unufual one ; it occurs 
frequently in Gruter, and t\vice ip the iufcriptions difcor 
vered in this country, Dr, Gale has preferved one, whereiij 
mention is made of Quintus Virius Vitalis;^ and Horflev 
gives us another, found at Drawdikes, in Cumberland, 
which commemora.tes a foldier of the fame name with the 
one defcribed in this monumental ftone," It cannot, howi» 
ever, be fuppofed to refer to the fame perfon; fince the 
former was a Centurion in a Praetorian cohort, and the latter 
only a common ftipendiary, of no dignity or command* 

The word Fabriciefis (for Fabricienfis) denotes the em- 
ployment of the deceafed ; and informs us that he had 
been a member of the College of Armourers — What the 
bujinefs of this fociety, and the laws by which it was 
regulated, were, we learn from certain articles in tlie 
Theodofian and Juftinian codes.— It there appears, that in 
the later periods of the Roman empire, the army fmiths 
were erefted into a formal company, under the cohtroul 
and management of an officer denominated Pr/m/V<?rmj.^ — 
That the employment of this body, was to make arms for 
the ufe of the foldiery, at public forges or fhops, called 

1 Gale Anton. Itin : p« 2. o. 

2 COUORTIS QUARTS Pr41T0RKAN4; yOSOlT CEHXyRI^ JuLII. VltALIS, 

Ilors: Cumberland xxxviii. 
^ Pancirollus Not : Col: 1498. 

Fabrica^ 
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Fakrica:\ erecled in their camps^ cities, towns> and jpiiiitary 
ftations. — That thefe arms, when forged, were to be de^ 
livered to an officer appointed to receive them, who laid 
them up in the aorfenads for public fervice. — That to pre- 
vent any abufe in this important branch of inilitary oeco- 
nomy, and to enfure its proper and methodical manage- 
metn^ no perfon was permitted to forge arms for the 
imperial fervice unless he were previoufly admitted a memr 
ber of the fpciety of the Fcdrri. — That to fecure the con- 
tinuaijice; Qf their labours^ after they had been inftrufted ii^ 
the vt, a certain yearly ftipend was fettled on each Faber; 
.who, (as wpjl as his children) was prohibited from leaving 
.the employ, till he had attained the office of Primicerius. — 
And finally, that no one might quit his bufinefs without 
ileteftion, a mark or ftigma wa§ impreffed on the arm of 
f ach, as foon as he became ^ member of the college/ 

4 

That a qlub or company of this trade was fettled, and a 
public Fabrica qftablilhed at Bath, during the refidence of 
the Romans there, may be fairly inferred, both from the 
<:onfideration and ipiportance of the plape in thofe times, 
arid the expreffion, in pur infcription, ex Collegia Fabrlcasi 
elatus; whicji denotes |Jiaf the Fabrica v^as in a neighbouring 
city. . Fox it hath been obferyed by the learned Selden, 
that the terms efferre and deducere, in monumental infcrip- 
tions, are applicable only to^ thofe funerals, in which the 
bodies vere brought from ^n ' mmediately adjoining city^ 



♦ J! Cod.ThcG0d; lib* ^,, Tit: 22, Cod, Juft; w. Novel; Thcod: xliii. 

town 
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town, t)r ftktfon, imdiJitert^d in its iSKmtigiioiis idid lap pro* 
priate puMic burymg grotmd. 

iThc cteoeafed is further *ddrcri]bcd fts ?)c*D«gittg t6 th* 
20th fegiop; the tides of 'v^aich, though tHmlrary to 
general praftrce, I have given lE^dkntm and ViS<HWu«, My 
interpretation is pountenanced fey the acrthority of |)iMi^ 
who, exprefsly fays, ^^ iJm ' Ae 20th fegion lJatiene«| m^ 
Britain, in Jiis time, was called Vdbrijin and Viftprious.^ 
*There were, it is trtre, onore '20t|i ?cgtans 49kafj ornet k^t 
that which received its name from fome. commatnider ^oaMed 
Valerius, is the only one which appears fi-pm hc^erical 
records, or infctiptions, tohav^ fervedin Britain/*- Tins 
body of troops came over in i5ip reign of 'Glaudkni, afnd 
continued here nearly as long as the itomaiis retiftnr 
ed pofTefTron of the country. — J^eva^ov Cheftcr was their 
head quarters for the fetter part of three centuries; 
T)tit our infcription leads tis to conclude, they -might have 
phanged that fl:a*ion for Bath, pi^evious to their ^epartu'F^ 

'<• '. * • ' 

-ctvftff, .fjM6» JexMn, &C« Lib* LVf P 564 f 

% The Roman legions took their Cqgnomens from v^Viou^ circamll^nces. Some. 

times from the n^mes of (he Emperdrs'M^ho'itSxmtiihtm^ fiieh as Legio flAtirgufi«v 

•piauHiana ; iGiJbiana^ Flawi^ ; Trajana ; Aiitontana.— rSofnttimesAomtlie/i'^AKntf 

.they had icon(]perc(l^ fu^h as Parthica ; vS<5ythic^ ; X^alUca^ Ar^ibica^ JElifpanicnfis^^ 

pr from \hc places in which they were tfirft (lationed^ after being embodied, fuch.as 

Italica ; Torenfis ^ Cyreniaca ; — or from the names 6f the iieiiies to si^hom theEmper- 

ors ihat fbrmedvthem Mrere more perticalfirly^attaohed, fuph^as-'Mintnca; Apblliaads 

«.— orlaftly from certain particular circumJianceshY 'wKicii they werediftinguilhed, fuch 

fis Lfgio rpefmina^ Adjutrix; Martiaj ViArix.: Efrrata; Falminatrix ; Alauda; 

jRapax ; Prim|geni^^ and fo forth,— Vide Dempfter Antiq^ Rom* €• 4. p. 966* 

from 
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&om England. The (bape of the teUtrs, and the Ugs^tufm 
and complkatloais vrhich appear iu the fifth and fevtmth 
Une3« mark the iufcriptton for a kte oiie ; and authori^ie us 
to fttppofe, the monument might be erefted towards the 
^lofe ^ the fourth ceatury, abodt i^hich time, it is pro* 
bable the £oth kgioct left thia kingdonu 

The 4th aad5th Unw contain a noti&catioo of the age of 
the deceafed* and hi$ time erf fervice ; by which we find he 
had entered rather later than vro* common into military 
employ. — ^The age at which the Roman youth aflumed th? 
toga militarise or foldier's habit, was^feventeen;* a praftice 
beautifuRy s^^luded to in the following lines of Silius 
Italicus. 

Pubefcit cafiris mites^ Galeaftu teruntut 
N(mdumJignat(Bjlavd lanvgme mala^ 

But although the ettrotlment of the youth took placfe at 
the age of feventeen, it is manifeft both from the above' 
infcription and many others in Gruter*s colle6lion> that they 
were not always called immediately into aSual fervice,---* 

The legions being previoufly compkat, or many other cir^ 

cumftances, might occafion a confiderable interval to elapfe 
from the time of nomination, to their being incorporated j 
and as, during this period, they were not intitled to a^ 

I Liv : 3. Decad« Lib* 5% 
a Sill Ital: Libj ji# 

JlipendiufA^ 
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Jlipendium, or pay, they were of courfe tiot eonfidered as 
legionaries, though they had affumed the military garb.— - 
Horfley has preferved another curious infcription, dug up 
about two hundred years ago, in the then village of Wal- 
cotj commemorating a Centurion of the fame twentieth 
legion, who appears to have been an exception to the 
general p raft ice of not commencing the military career 
till after the age of feventeen, fince at his deceafe, at 
thirty-five, he had ferved twenty campaigns, and confe-' 
quently mufl; have been in aftual employ when only fifteen 
years olcl. 

. The words Natione Belga (for Befgica), inform us that 
the deceafed was a Briton, probably a native of Sqmerfet- 
ftiire, which county conftituted a part of the divifion called 
by the Romans Britannia Belgic{k 

This ftone is at pre£^nt fixed in the wall at the eaftern 
end of the Abbey-church ; is feven feet four inches in 
height, and thirty-four inches in breadth. 

1 DisManibus Marcus VA|.ixit;5 Makci fZtio» Latxnui c&nturxo^ 

«IQU£S MILES LfCIONIS VJC£SIUiK ANNOJIUM TRIOXNTA QVINQUI STXPSX- 

BJGRuif vxciNTt mc fitvi ifT. Hot&cj BtU I Bool : Soiserfet: No* iii. 
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J-UCIUS VITELLIUS MANTANI FILIUS TANCINUS GIVES 
HISPANI>E CAURIESIS EQUITUM ALM VETTONUM 
CENTURIO ANNORUM XXXXVI, STIPENDIORUM 
XXVI, HIC SITUS EST, 

X HE inferior part of tliis monumental ftone, containing 
the above infcription, was ere^ed to the memory of 
Lucius Vitellius Ta7idnus, the fon of Mantanus, a citizen of 
Caurium^ in Spain, centurion of the Vettonenfian auxiliary 
horfe;* who died in the forty-fixth year of his age, and the 

twentv- 

t *^ Altera pars exercitus auxilia erant. Sic autem dicebantur ilmilites qui a fociU, 
*' velc faedcratis gcntibus raittebantur." Dempftcrp. 964. The Roman auxiliaries 
were the troops levied in thofe cities and towns, on whofe inhabitants the title and 
privileges of Roman citizens had been conferred. Thefe were formed into cohorts^ 
and attached to particular legions, of which they made a part, and were dei^omiQate4 
auxiliaries. When the army was marOialied for battle, they were ufualjy placed at 
the two extremities of the line. Hence the auxiliary foot were often termed Comua 
t)r horns j and the horfc, Ala or wings. *< Alae did^ae fant exercitus, Equitum ordinis, 
** quod circum legiones, dextra finiftraque tanquam Alae in avium corpore locoban- 
** tur." Dcmpfter, p. '98o« The politic wifdoni of the Romans induced them to 

jf continue 
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twenty-fixth of his military fervice. This, and the frag-r 
ment now placed above, and attached to it, have been- 
hitherto confidered as conftituting one piece of fculpture ; 
but the erroneoufnefs of the opinion will be fufficiently 
obvious, when the refpeftive dimenfions of the twoftones, 
and the proportions of their figures are attended to, which 
prove that the parts had no connexion originally with each 
other. — Add to this alfo, they were found in places widely 
feparate ; the upper part near to Grofvenor Gardens, and 
the lower one on the fcite of the prefent Market-houfe. 

The former |ias been conjeftured, and with fome pro-r 
babiiity, to be the moiety of a monumental ftone erefted 
to the honor of Geta^ one of the fons of Septimius Severus, 
who, about the year of our Lord one hundred and ninety^ 
fix, was left by his father in this part of the kingdom to 
fdminifter juflice, during his abfence on a Northern 
expeditioiiy 

One prominent feature in thp charafter of this prince 
was an unbounded paffion for horfes; a foible which the 
degenerate fenate pf the times took care to flatter, by 

continue to the auxiliaries thp pfe of fach arras, as they had been in the habit of 
handling in their own coontries, and in the management of which they had of 
coorfe attained to great excellence and expertnef?. And jienc^ it was, that their 
armies were provided with the belt warriors of every kind, that the world could 
produce. The Balearic iflands, Minorca. and Majorcj| furniflied them with flingers 
—Crete with bowmen— tNu nVidia with light horfe-— Spain witji hfavy cavalry- 
Greece with en|g;ineers— rand Rhodes and Epiras gave confequenpp to their marine^ 
by (ending admirable ihip^wrights, aQ4 experienced naval commanders* 

imprefling 
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irtipreffing on his coins, the figure of the youth in the 
chara6ler of CaftoTy'^ cloathed in a military equeftrian 
drefs.« — And as this was confidered on the continent as an 
high compliment, it is not unlikely that fycophants would 
be found in the province where he commanded, to pay 
liim fimilar adulation ; and to gratify his vanity, by erefting 
altars, exhibiting him in his favorite charafter. 

The upper fculpture is much defaced ; but fufficient of it 
remains to fliew that itisanequeftriau figure, bearing in his 
left hand z,parma,^ and in his ughta. hafta pura i^ and purfu- 
ing a flying enemy. The under one, reprefented a Spanifli^ 
horfeman in the gaib of his nation^ riding over a prof-- 
trate foe. 

The name Tancinus feems to have been a Spanifti cog-* 
liomen, fince it occurs in an infcription found in the 
province of Lufitania, and preferved in Gruter's collec- 
tion; *' M; Licinius Tancinus — H: S: E:"^ 

The deceafed foldier is alfo mentioned to have been a 
citizen oi Caurivm,^ a town of Lufitania, in the diftrift of 

Ellrema- 

1 Cafllor gaudet equis, ovo prognatas eodem 

Pagnis. Hor, 
fi Diefclias Thcs. Scl Nam* in Verb. Gwta. 

3 A'TmisiU iighr, commodious fhield or target, adapted by its (izci for the cavalry^ 
firevis clypeusi rotundus ct andique par. Not : in ^n i lo. v. 8oo. 

. 4 A miililieiiTeapon or fpear^ with 'wbicb the horfe were furnifhed, having for the 
fake oflighrnefs, no iron about it« — Para Juvenis^ui mittitur hada. Mn : lib. 6. 6« 
5 Grul : Infcrip: 917 — 8. 

'6 The word ts written Cauriejis for Caurieufit 5 the letter N being dropped — This 
omiifion is not unufual in ancient infcriptions^ of which .ifaere are many e&tanti 

f 2 wherein 
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Eflremadura/ invcfled with municipal privileges ; that is, 
enjoying the ufe of its own ancient laws and conftitutions, 
together with the rights and franchifes of Roman, citi- 
zens. 3 The Vettones were a neighbouring people, who 
furnifhed excellent heavy-armed horfe levies to their Ro- 
man raafters. Its ala, or wing, here fpoken of, was pro- 
bably attached to the twentieth legion; in ihis Tancinus 
bore the office of centurion ; a command fomewhat ana- 
logous to the captaincy of a troop in our fervice. 

Points or flops in ancient infcriptions are gdod criteria 
of their antiquity. In the earlier periods of the empire, 
thefe confiftcd merely of fimple round dots. About the 
time of Antoninus Pius, however, the workmen began to 
deviate from this fimplicity ; and becoming gradually more 
capricious, introduced at length flops of various forms ; 

wherein the engraver feems to have fpelled the word according to the popular mode 
of pronunciation, which frequently neglefted to found the ^before the letter 5, 
when it occurred in the middle of a word. Phil, Trans. No. ^^j, Alfo laft in- 
fcription in verb : Fabriciefis pro Fabricienfis — This praflice was gradually admitted 
into the Roman orthography ; and being countenanced by Augaftut Cseiar (as we 
learn from Suetonius] it foon gained fuch a footing as to be adopted into the lan« 
guage of the bed fcholars* — '^ Orthographiamj id eft formalam rationemque fcri« 
'* bendi, a Grammaticis inftitatam, *non adeo cuftodiit ; ac videtur coram potius 
** fequi opinionem^ qui perinde fcribendamj ac loqoamar, exiftiment. Nam quod 
** fsepe non literas modo, fed fyllabas ant permutat, aot praeterit^ commanis homi« 
" num error eft." Sneton : in Vit : Aug ; c. 88. 

1 Lolitants opp. Ptol : qaae et Caura vulgo Coria. In Eftremadora Region : juxta 
Alagonem Flav ; qui feptem inde Leuc ; cadit in Tagam ; 5 Leuc : a c.onfinio Portiu 
galliGCi &c. Hoftmanni Lexicon^Tom. i. P. 778. 

2 Municipium oppidamcrat jure civ iam Roma norum donatum.: RoftnusAnt: 
Rom : Lib : x. c. xxii^ 

angular, 
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angular, triangular, leaf-fhaped, and rhomboidal. The 
form of thofe in our infcription are of this fantaftical 
nature, and prove it to be a very late one; probably 
coeval with that which we laft confidered. 

The initials H : S : E : which merely notify that the 
deceafed was interred near to the ftone that commemorates 
him, conveys a pleafing idea of the fimplicity of the Ro- 
mans with refpeft to their monumental infcriptions.— 
Thefe wife people were aware, that as *' the ftoried urn, the 
*' animated buft," or the tinfel of fepulchral flattery, could 
not give future renown to departed infamy, fo neither 
were they aids, to which worth and virtue had occafion to 
look, for the praife of poflerity ; 



" The oMions of the jiift 
^* Smell fweet, and bloffom in the duft. 



This monumental ftone is alfo fixed in the wall at the 
Eaftern end of the Abbey-church — its height is five-feet ; 
the breadth of the lower part is 36 inches ; of the upper 
part 28 inches. 
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ppi€ SULINI MINERViESULINUS MATURI FILIUS VOTUM 

SOLVIT LIBENS MERITO, 

X HIS is a votive altar, turned up in 1774, as the work- 
men were removing the rubbifh from the head of the fpring 
of the Hot Bjath. It appears to have been folejjinly dedi- 
cated to the tutelary deity of the Bath waters ; (to whom 
the devotee has given the local title of Sulinis) and was 
probably intended as a grateful return for benefit receive^ 
from the ufe of thefe fprings, which were under her im^r 
piediate proteftipn and p^tronajge^ 

On qonfidering the charafter of the. extraordinary 
people, by one of whom this memorial of pious fuper- 
ilition was ejrefted, we cannot help remarkipg a very 
flriking feature of it ; the warm fpirit of religion by which 
it was diftinguifhed from the earlieft period of the comr 
jnonwealth, to the loweft times of the empire. Originally 
ipqorporated with their cppftitution by the great Roman 

legiflatof 
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legiflator Numa, (who knew full well that religion was 
abfolutely neceflary to the eftablifhment and fecurity of 
civil government) the principle gradually expanded, as 
the Republic increafed ; entered into all their public con- 
cerns, and domef^ic tranfa6lions ; entwined itfelf with 
every profeffion in which they engaged, and was con- 
ne6led with every plan which they undertook. — It is to 
this religioufnefs of fpirit, that we are to attribute the 
numerous temples, altars, and other memorials of their 
devotion, which we meet with fo abundantly in every 
place where the Romans had been for any confiderable 
time flationary. If an evil were to be deprecated, or a 
bleffing invoked, the votary entered into a folemn engage- 
ment to raife fome monprnent of his gratitude to the be- 
nign being who fhould hear his prayer, and comply with 
his petition; a vow which fuccefs never rendered him 
unmindful to perform.' As the falutary waters of Bath 
were generally reforted to by the Romans for nearly four 
centuries, it is probable that a very large number of thefe 

1 Votuin folvit libens merito. — \lc ijuillingJy fulfilled tlic vow which he had dc, 
fervedly made, was the language in which the FLoman exprefTed his readinefs to 
obferve this facred engagement. — All the ancients indeed were very flrid in thii 
re'peft. — Ii is a precept of Pythagoras : 

T»/xa, Kui ffi€a o^xm. — that is, an oath or vow made to them, 
And vEneas before he attends to other prefling concerns, takes care to fulfill his 
vows to the Gods. 

JEnesih (quanquam et'fociis dare tempus homandis 
Praecipitant curse, turbataque funere^ens eA) 
I'oia Datm primo \'i<^or folvebat Eou. — ? 

Virg: En : ii — 2. 

votive 
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votive altars would be erefted to the tutelary deity of their 
fpring$5 by thoTe who left them with renovated health and 
vigoufi and) doubtlefs, the foundations of the prefent 
city cover many precious remains of this^nature, which, 
if dilcovered^ would afford further examples of the united 
airt arid piety »f the conquerors of the world. 

w 
* m 

With r6fpe6i to the ^i%uiti(m of thefe altars, no particu* 
lar rute fecm^ to have been obferved. They were many 
times placed in the temples of the divinity to whom they 
were dedjeate^ ^ ^setA as often ere£);ed near the public ways, 
or ether frequented fpots, that they might beconfpicuous 
teftimonies of the kindnefs of the propitious deity 5 and 
the pioug gratitwie of his worfliipper. The dimunitive 
Sze of the 4ltar under confideration, and its being found 
on the feite ef the ancient temple of Minerva, render it 
probable, tkslt it was originally placed within the walls of 
that magnificent fane. 

It was a principle of policy with the Romans to adopt 
Imo th^r own mythology, the various deities of the dif* 
fei^ent nations they fubdued ; a praSice that difplayed the 
profoondeft knowledge of the human mind.' For as there 
is nothing that fpeaks more powerfully to. the hopes and 
fears of man than religion; fo there is lathing which makes 
a deeper impreflion on the Xoul, that is retained with 

> Uil % sem^fk of DionyQu^ HalicareSenfii, that there were fix huedred dif- 
forcAl kui4^ Qf relii^nc, os fj|CS(4 f^C9 :Cxeicifcd at Rome* Jortia's Remark^ on • 
E4d*j Hiftv y, i, p, 371, 

: ' O greater 
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greater tenacity/ or renounced with itoore relu^apctf^ 
It was this indulgence fliewn to the religious :prej|u<jtices of 
the conquered nations ; this allowance of the firpe Cflter- 
cife of their accuftomed modes of worfliip, . that both 
facilitated the Roman fuccefles, and gave them (jtal^itys. 
that ftripped conqueft of half its horrors, and inade the 
yoke of fervitude tolerably eafy. With refpeft to Britain^ 
indeed, it was neceffary for thein to depart, in fome degt^fe, 
from their ufual moderation ; for fuch was the wtoderful . 
influence which the Druids had obtained over , the . minds 
of their difciples, that all the arts of Roman :polii:y would 
have been infufficient to reduce the Britons to order and 
fubordination, had they permitted a fuperftition fo.. ferocious 
and indomitable to have continued. — ^To modify it in any 
fhape^ or to incorporate it with their own Jyfte^i,. was 
impoffible; fince the profound veneratj<>p ;^d ;i^p];icit. 
deference paid by the conquered nation to the .minifters of 
their religion, as well as the favage nature of it,* effeftually 
precluded all hope of reconciling them to a milder fyftem, 
whiHl Druidifm exifted. Prudence therefore di^^tcd. to 
the Romans to forego, on this occafion, their . general 
lenity; and this wonderful fuperftition. (with all its bloody 
rites), was at length confumed in the flames of the facred 
groves of Mona." 

. V It 

1 Cafar dc Bell : Gall : Lib \ vi. 

Yx vos barbaricos ritos, moremque finifirailk. ^ ' ^ ' 

Sacrorum Droidae pofitis repetiftis ab armis — Locan Phar : L : !• 445. 

2 The dreadful ferocity with which Dniidifm infpired even the weaken {er» 
\i well defcribed by Tacitus ; a ferocity^ that, for a tiinej diftarbed the ^tM^j 
bravery of the Roman legions, <' Stabat pro litore diverfa acies, dtnfa aitnii vi- 

«• lifqoe 
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Jt is to be obferved, however, that this harfhnefs of tl e 
Romans^ was confined, in a great degree, tp the more 
Northern, and North- We ftern part^ qf Britain. — The 
communication which the Southern or Belgic principa- 
. lities had for fome tinie preferved^ through the mediuxii pf 
commerce; with the inhabitants qF the continent, had im- 
proved- their manners, and foftened the favage charader 
of their aocient fuperftition. They had difcacded the 
fanguinary pradkes of Druidifm, and imbibed fo jnu^h 
of- the fpirit of Polytheifm, as tq admit the exiftencft pf 
all thofe fubordinate intelligences, with which the ox- 
thodoic Pagan, believed every part of preated fpace to be 
fiil]ed,-*-By them, therefore, the mythqlogy of fheir con- 
querors would be readily received; and the dii^inities of 
South-Britain were quickly aflbciatpd with the dpities qf 
Rome* 

The Goddefs Sulinis, mentioned in our infcriptiow^^ 
feems to have been a local deity of this kind. — The altars^ 
No, 5 and 6, are dedicated to her individually, with no addi- 
tional/ name; and as they appear to b? the grateful offerings 

.^r.rifqne, intierQarfantibus feminis; in jnodpin Furiarumy vcde lerali, crinibus 
*< deje.dlis, faces prsG^iebant. Druidas circum preccs diras fubjatis ad caelum manl- 
'* bus fundcatcs, novitate afped&s perculerc milites, ut quafi ha?rentibus membris, 
'' immobile corpus vulncribus prsebcrent. Dein cohortationibus ducis, ct fc ipii 

^'^ 'ftimulantes, nemuliebreet fanaticom agmen pavefcprenr> inferunt (ignay (ternuntq^e 
t< obvios, ct igni fuo involvunt. Praefidium pofthac impofitum viflis, cxcifique luci 
** fsvis fuperftitionibus facri ^am cruore captive adoltre aras, ct hominum fibri;^ 

#« coofulcrc Dcojs feshabcLaat, Tacit; Ann: Lib: xiv. 30. 

« 
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of certain invalids who had received benefit by tlie Ufe of 
the waters, it is reafonable to fuppofe flie was the tutelaty 
deity, or Nymph of the Bath fprings. To thefc imagina^ 
beings it was very ufual with the ancients to cnGL akars^ 
and make vows. — ^Indeed the worihip of rivers and fprin^, 
was one of the moft »riy fuperftitiom that mifled oiaB* 
kind. The Hmpid element being confidered as an iaidmirable 
emblem of the purity of the great firft caufe» it was foon 
made one of the intermediate vehicles of commiiiiictt.tian 
with the deity. This pradice infenfibly begot the- idea t>f 
there being an inherent fandity in the element itfelf ; ai^ 
opinion, to which ignorance and error graduaiiy adkkd the 
more abfurd one, of inferior Deities inhabiting^ or prt- 
fiding over each fountain, fpring, and river. 

In procefs of time the fuperftition became almoft imi< 
verfal ; and there was fcarcely a country which did not 
pay divine honors to its own ftreams*^ 

Egypt, famed for mental error and moral darknefs, firft 
adopted the praftice, and regarded with peculiar venera- 
tion, the river Nile, the father of their country, the great 
fource of their wealth and plenty.* Front lic^nce^ this 
fuperftition flowed, with many others, into Greece ; and 
as early as Homer's time vows were made^ and religious' 
rites offered to rivers. To the ThefTalian ftream SperchiuSi^ 

1 Er» w» xa* woraiJiUP nfjLn. Max. Tyrius. C. B. 1^. 79. 

2 Ns»Xo»T«> vxr^Or Kx^ rwr»}§» mj X'^i^*^^^^^^^^* Symp. L. B P. 729. 

(that 
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» 

(thatil td die gmius or deity fuppofed to rdide in it), 
Peleus, the father of Achilles, promifed to facrifioe aij 
llecatomb ; fifty (heep, and the flowing locks of hU foi|, 
if he Jretu<tied fafely to his iHttive iand^ 

2f^^f%«i tiXhof (ret ys T«THf H?H«^^ Tlvikevg, 
. fi^et^i lie u$(;vi9-4iw7^ (piXvfv e^ tsdl^ia yaioLv, 

The Romans reoeivkig the fanciful mythology of Greece, 
adopted, of <:ourfe, this branch of it. They co]ifecrat€4 
paiticbiar days to the worihip of the fubordiaate iritel- 
li|^Qce3 ^l^\to prcfidedover the fprings and rivers of th*ir 
country ; oji which, amongft other tokens of veneration, 
{hewn to them, chaplets of flowers were cafl; into the 

% Spercbie> fiiiftrl ttbi utiqae pawt TnvftTdeus, 

Ijiac me reverfuni diltf^tti in patriam t^tfaYn, 

Tibiqaecooiam abrcifTuraai) ma^tanihimqtre Ikcram Heeatoibb^n ; 

tQainqikaginta i^fupeif maf<:atas ibidete ovei facrificatotom , 

Ad ioiifct, ubi {ibi aget facet alrat^t^ae odor^totd, 

IAblii«T. 1 44^ Hie faecifioe of tbe ie^i (fhnhr to RiTeni w^ v&oak with cfaean^ik 
^deftti^ aa ihtfSfhaKpft ob&nnes} whd aHb giv^ in ihe Ilea<«lit fe^ it« Eto«^t%K 

^0* %wyftM^^*fifc;» *m«K «M»«^ Scfaoi : id Loc* 

Virgil tudtes bk lieio ^Eneas, on iiii reachta^ the raobtii of t6e TybcTi ifttiiir- 
diatety invoke the nympht and unknown deities of die dream, 
Nymphafqae et adh.ttc ignota piecatur 
Niimina ;<-• 

ftreams, 
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ftreams, and crowns of the fame were placed on die borders 
of the wells/ 

But this fuperftition far from being confined to Egypt, 
Greece, and Rome, infefted, as I have before hinted, moft 
other nations. Perfians,*Parthians,^and Phrygians,* bowed 
before the tutelary gods of their rivers ; and the numerous 
Celtic tribes worfhiped the Genii or Daemons, who 
peopled the various ftreams that flowed through their ex-^ 
tenfive country.* 

From thefe circumftances, it appears to be more than 
probable, that the Goddefs Suhnis was the inferior in- 
telligence, to whom the Britons attributed the tutelage of 
the Bath fprings ; and to whom they gave the Cognomen 

1 VarroLib.' 5. de Ling. Laf. 

2 TtSofTcthworofMt pta>Ar^Hetod. L»i« c. 138* 

3 Parthxs. praecipaa omnibQs veneratio. jA^in X^* 41 c. 3. 

^^•CTOK ifvrufM^^ Max, Tyr. Difs, 8^ P. 87, 

5 Thalitac complares Genios co^unt. Aereosj terrcftresa marinos, et al^ minora 
Daemonia, quae in aquis footium et fluminum verf^ri dicuntur, Pro^opius Goth ; 
Lib : 2* The Germanic nations alfoy which bordered on .Italy^ held iimilar opi- 
nions ; as is manifeft from a pafiage in Tacitus ; where> in.anAi^er (o a:propo&l made 
in the fenatc, for altering the courfe of the Tyber* an objeAion ves made tkat the 
intended alteration might int^fere with the religion of the Roman allies, who had 
dedicated groves and altars to their national ftreams. Spe^andas etiam religioiiQa 
fociorum, qui facra, et lucos> et aras patciis amnibus .di«av^iac« Ta«it ; Aimal. 
Lib: i. c. 79. p. 48, Edit :.£lziv, , 

Minerva 
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Ml N£ ft V A, becaufe in her attributes and attachments (he 
bore fome refemblanee to that Deity. 

This altar is about thirty inches in height, and twelve in 
width/ 

I This altar is placed^ at prefent^ on the great fiaircafe of the Goild-hall> and 
with it, is another of nearly (imilar (hape and fize. — The infcription of the altar is 
fo defaced, that I could not make it out ; in the Hiftory of Somerfetihire it Hands 
as follows : (vol, i. p. 14). 

DEAE DIA 
NAE. SACRA TI 
SSIMAE VOTV 
M SOLVIT V 
VETTIVS BE 
NIGNVS, L.M, 




f:it^>.^. v' 



W 



NUMBER 



; . 



^ 



( . 



Jh.iv. 



!»•«• 






M 



•^««.- :!,7csn:rrM 



•* ••*»« 



< • 



^ ' ». » *' * 



r • • 



.»«.*h^'.* 



I 



1 ' ;i ix 



. 1 









H 



of 



("P ) 



■eafa 



m^B>aa 



aesB 



as 



NUMBER m 



^ ♦ 



vaxxxBaaax 



tm i *' I 1 . 



DlIS MANIBUS. GAIUS CAJLPURNIUS K£GE?TUS $ACER- 

BOS DEiE SULINIS ViXiT • ANN JLXXV. — ^ — 

CALPURNIA CONJUNX FACIENDUM CURAVITk 






Jl HE altar we are now to iUuftbate is a lepulchral 
Cippus, commemorating Caiics Calpurnius, a prieft of the 
Goddefs Sulinis, who died at the age of feventy-five. Hit 
wife Ca^rrda caufed this tribute to his mfcmory to be ereft- 
ed. It was dug up by fome labourers about two years 
iince^ as they were working in Sydney-Gardens. 

The ancients, both Greeks and Romans, held every 
thiAg^bich regarded the dead, in great veneration; and 
the laws relative to fepulture, funeral obfequies, &c. make 
no fmall part of their legal inftitutions. 

f « 
Previous to tlie publication of the twelve tables, it was 
cuftomary with the latter, to burn, or inter the bodies 

H ©f 



oJ* the departed, within the walls of the city.^ But as fe- 
feveral inconveniencies were experienced from thepra&ice^i^. 
<Mie article of this code was exprefsly levelled againft it ; 
Hominem mortuum^ in urbe, ne fepelito, neve, urito ;• a law 
which did not regard Rome alone, but extended itfelf to 
every city of the empire. 

This prohibition obliged the Romans to feek out other 
places of intc;rment ; and k waS' not long before they 
adopted the cuftom of burying the dead^ and performing 
the obfequies, a little without their towns, erefting the 
fepulchfes, by the fide of the public high-ways.— A prac- 
tice to which they wef e led by the two-fold reafon of thus 
rendering their piety and gratitude more confpicuous \ and 
exciting the numerous travellers and paffengers to ferious. 
>3«fle6iion on the precarioufitefs of life, and the certainty of 
dinblution,s 

« 

That thtfe pttblk roads were the general places of fepul* 
ture, is evident both from the numerous funeral til tan 
difcovered immediately contiguous to them, and^ from 
various allufions to the praftice in the works of the poets. 

t In tktif crwn ^MdMu, #f fieatf thcif owft ftHdenoei wue frequtiitlf tfie jtetfr 

•I illl9flll€Rt# 

Sedibnl hunc refer ante fuisi et conde fcpukhro. iGn : L : 5«, 
s Ciceto Lib. a. de Leg. Credo (Ihquit Cicem} vel propfer ignb Perkdfutt. ' 
3 MoBomenta enim in fepulchrit fecondum vsam funt, qose prsetereontes admo-' 
MftBi et ft fiOft, ft iUm cflc noffules. Va|r6> X!b : 5. <le Ling :. Lat* 

Thu^* 






Alfo Propertius- 



J)njaciant niea %e terra tout ojAfrtquenti 
Qua foot o^^dMo traamie vulgus iter,* 

Ajfain- 
Nonjwuatin mfiiiti lumen habere vidt mm * 



m^KT^eMt 



Aadlaftly. 
Si te forte meo ^ucet via prexiim dufto.* 

Bm th^t the fepulchr^l aUars thus ere£led in public an4 
expofed iituatioi239 might be protefled from deftru^ion^ or 
violation, the Rom^n law made them a parti^rulai" Qbje6l of 
its cognizance.^ 

It was an inftitution originially of Solon, jifterwards 
adopted by the Decemviri, who digefted the twelve tables^ 
that the perfpn who defaced a fepulchre ; broke it ; erafed 
its infcription ; or b^at ^wa tb^ moniimcpt^ fbould fuSer 

I Jov; Sat, i^in. fln* 
s Lib; 3. Eleg: i6« 

3 Id, 

4 Id. Lib. &• 1. 8;. 

1^ SepQlchoramai^iem faafiitas In ipfo iblg «& quod nnllo v! 4O0YCrij nfqui dckri 
poccft* Denpftcr'tAntiq: Rom; p. 78^. 

H 2 death. 
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death,. Nay, fo Careful were the laws,* of . thefe ixian^ 
fions of the dead, that even a near approach to- them wasi 
cxprefsly forbidden,. except at the time of performing the 
obfequies, or offering the annual facrifices.* 

Perhaps, however, all thefe legal reftraints would .have 
been infufficient to guard them from wanton viotedce, had 
they not been defended alfo by the fanftion of fuperftition* 
It was this powerful principle that operated moll ftrotfgly 
in their favou* ; -and rendered them obj^b of awful yene- 
ration, even with the loweft populace, who avoided, with 
the moft careful circumfpeftion, every • fpot where ;the 
afhes of the dead were depofited. — The pious Polytheifts 
were firmly, perfuaded that the violation of them was a 
fin of no lefs magnitude than facrilege; a crime which 
would inevitably draw down upon the guilty wretch, tht 
exemplary vengeance of Heaven ;— r * 

1 Cic : it Leg : Lib : 2, j 

2 Plotarchus in Vit : Solon. 

3 Nam profe^o columnam in Apharei extantem * ^ ' '^ ' \ . 

Sepulchro erutam cclcritcr Mcflcnius Idas 

Frajedurus f rat jn feat ris fui interfe^oreni; 

* . ' • • •. 

Sed luplter opem tulle, 'manibufq illius excufllt £%brefaAum 
Marmor, ipfumq flammeo conibuffit fulmine» ' - ' ' * 

T^hcoc : Id : H. C. 207. 

The 
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The initials D. M. at the head o£ the infcriptioh inform 
VLs, that the altar was dedicated to the Bii Manes. 

• * •• • 

' With refped to thefe imaginary beings^, the anaents do 
not appear to' have had any precife or determinate ideas.^ — r- 
Sometimes they were taken for the infernal deiue3 ; and 
in this fei}fe tliey feem to be iQvoked ii> tl^e fourth 
Georgicj 

Quo Jktu Manes, qua Numina voce nuwereU^ 

Sometimes for the (hade or ghoft of the deceafed^ as apr 
pears to be the meaning of the exprefTion in the following 
paffg 



Libabat cine Andromache, manesque vocabat 

HeEloreum ad tumulum.^ 

• •* •• • •• ,'• • 

For it is to be remarked, the ancients were of opinion, 
that at the diflblutipn of any perfon, his anima, foul, or 
fpiritual part, was wafted into Heaven ; his body remained 
in the earth where it had been depofited ; and his' Umbra, 
Imago, Shade, or Ghojl, defcepded to the infernal regions. 

1 Sumuntnr pro mortuoruip aniroisi ^x prq loco ipfo infcrprum, obi anlmi degunt^ 
^t pro diis ipfis inferorum. — Vide Not : jn Virg x Georg ; Lib. ly^, L. 469. Ani- 
psas Hominum DiBm«nca efle, e( ex bom\nibiis fieri Lares, {\ mjcriti boni (int : 
Ltmures five Larvat, fi mail ; Mmmt aatem cum incertum eft bonorumeos, five ma* 
lornm tSt meritorum— rPlotinus apud, Aug. civit : p. Dei. 8i. ix, i ;• 

2 Virg: Georg: iv. L. 505, 
.g j£a: Lib: iii, v, 3021 
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tout idiatevrr dbeir notiiMw mi^ht ht iff meiQ^. lo the 
Manes themlblves, yet they appear to Have K^^^ed then^ 
with the moil fcrvpulous f\iperftition.-r-The Cifipi, as I have 
before objenred, were eikenied ikcrect, . Particular ^cri^ 
ikes were i^ipointcd to be oSered uptoii them } . ^nd ocrtrnx^ 
iurmiverCury days fet apart for cei^ratuiK thefip holy rite««* 

f * 

On the ninth, and thirtieth days after intermeat;^ Uift 
relations of the deceafed viiited the tomb, and paid a va-? 
tiety of honors to the wanes of the 4eparted**-^Honey, 
wine, water, milk, and barley-flour, were poured, and 
fpriokled upon tbp altar ; 

t Thefe A^y% were called Ffrmli^ and occarred ab^at the middle of Febjniaj(7, 
Orid ip hit Fafti has enomeralcd the nteS| th^a ohferved : 

Ell honor ct ttirauUs anixn^s pUcare p^tenMM, 

P«r?«que in extmA^ monrra ienc P^r^, 
Tar?a;pctont mvi^i P><^ fto Divite gri^ta tft 

Monere* non audo»St|rxhabet im^ deo^^ 
Tegttla porrtais fatis eft nhifa coronis, 

£t fparfae fri^^ parvaqae mica ialii » 
Inque mero tndtlita Ceres, viokeque folatse ; 

Maic habeat media tefta relifta via, 
Kcc majora veto^ ftd et his placstbitis cimbra e(h 

A4de preces pofids et foa verba ibcis* 

2 Horn : Odyff; b. r. a6» 
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Soittetimes^^ a libation of blood was made ; with which 
the ancienif fuppofed the Manek, or Ghofts, were much 
delighted. 

Inferimus tepido fpumantia cjmbia IdSU^^^ 
Sanguinis etfacri pater as. ^ 

And again, at the anniverfary of Anchifes' death, facre<J 
blood is mingled with the other libations. 

Hie dua inti intra likens carchefia Bacchop 
fwHUthumff duo laSe ncfvo^ Janguinefacro.% 



Ceiteiiti flowers, alfo, which were efteemed to be parti* 
cularly agreeable to the infernal deities, were oa th^fe oc* 
cafions, laid on the tomb, or fcattered around it 5 

Pwrpureofquejacltjloresy ac taliafaturA 

And the monument itfelf, was folemnlv anointed with 
precious unguents and fweet perfumes ; 

Afford hue iinguenta mihi fertifquefepukhruin 
Ornaiit^ Cic/iasadineabufiajidens.i 

ft Mm Lib : ciU« T( ^6. 
a i£a: Lib: v, ?• 77. 

3 Id; Lib, v> T» 79^ 

4 Propert: £kg: Lib; 3} Efeg; if* 

An 
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All attention which Anacrebni in the true fpirit of jollity^ 
intreats^ may be paid to himfelf whilft livings rather thad : 
to his tomb-flone^ when he is no more ; ^ 



9 

f (iu£ fA^aXkov^ cog £Ti ^a;^ 



s 



mrvKxo'OVi^ 



As the fepulchral altar we are confidering has no Jbctls^ 
it appears to be one of thofe which they termed avai{AaKTO^ 
yicct ffiuiyufOi, not intended for fire or blood, but merely fof 
the oblation of prayers, and the occafional oflfeiring of 
funereal flowers^ &e. 

Manibus date lilia ptenis i 
Purpureos fpargam Jhres^ Animamqiu nepotis 
Hicfaltem accumulem donisi etfungm' inani 
Munere,^ 

The Calpurnian family, to which the deceafed be-- 
fonged, was one of the nobleft in Rome, According to 
Plutarch, it traced its origin from Calpo, the fon of Kuma 
Pompilius ; an affertion WhicK Ovid corroboi-ates ; 

1 Anacieon Od. 2 ; Quid te opus eft Lapidem ineam inangere^? ' 

Quid aatem terrae infandere vana ^ * * ' * ' 
Mc magis» ut adhuc vivo, ..././..,. 

Unge, rofis autcra eapdtineuni *^ - . : j * ::i ; : n 
Ncftc, 

a. iHo : vi. v. 883. 

Uam 
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Nam quid memorare necejje e/l^ 
Ut JDomus a Calpo rumen Calpumia ducat ? 

A perfon of the fame family name, with the Cognomen 
Agricola, was propraetor in Britain, under Marcus Aure- 
lius;' and Quintus Calpurnius Conceflinus was Legate 
here under Caracal la. Whether either of thefe com- 
manders were connefled with the Prieft of Sulinis is not 
to be afcertained ; but the form and complications of the 
letters in the infcription. are fuch as prevailed about the 
time of the former Emperor, that is, towards the clofe of 
the fecond century. 

1 Ad?erfas Britaonos qaidem Calporniai AgricoIa«-i>CapiCoI« ia ViC: Scrip: 
Hid: Aug: p. 169. 
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NUMBER V. 



»id|^|e|@|<sSMCP>|^|®l&l<>i< 



DEiE SULINI PRO SALUTE ET INCOJ-UMITATE AUFlDII 
MAXIMI LEGIONIS VI^* VICTRICIS MILITIS AUFI- 
DIUS EJUS LEBERTUS (J?ro Hbcrtus) VOTUM SOLVIT 
LIBENS MJSRITO^ 






. X HIS votive ?Jtar exhibits another example of the gra- 
titude ai>d piety of the Romans. It was erefted by a 
manumitted flaye, in performance of a vow made to the 

Goddefs Sulinis, for the rpiloratioij of his mjifter, who had 
ina4e hiin free. 

Luxury, of every fbrt, was carried to .a proverbial* 
height by this auguft nation. But in no article were the 
.^mans more extravagantly profufe, than in the ufe of 
flaves ; and in the multitudes which every citizen of pro- 
perty affefted to entertain. — The numerous and various 
offices in their town refidences, and country villas ; in their 

I 2 garden*. 
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gardens^ farms^ and fields^ were filled by thele unfortunate 
beings ; oyer whppi jhe lordly niafter domineered with the 
raoft uncontrouled and difcretionary fway/ To fuch a 
pitch, indeed, did this vain and cruel cuftom arive, that 
inftances are not wanting of a noble Roman ppflefEng a 
body of ten, and even twenty thqufand domeftic flayes,* 
Nor was it at home alone that they manifefted this folr 
ly ; whole troops of thefe wretched men followed them 
whereever they went; whether to the courts of jullice^ 
or the fenate-houfe ; the theatre, the temple, or the bath ; 
ubi, comitantibus Jingulos quinquaginta minijlris tholosin- 
troiei'cnt balnearum^ — Familzar^um agmina, tanquar^ prc^ 
datprios globos^ pqjl tergu tra/ientes; ne $annioru quidem, tit 

ait Comicus, domi relido ;* and Horace records Tigellipus 
as parading the ftreets of Rome with a retinue of twq hun- 
dred fervi at his heels,^ 

1 The ]>umbcrs of (laves eoQpIo)'ed by the Romans in their kitchenst and about 
their porfons, muft aftoniih even the moft extravagant df our pr^fent beans and epi* 
cures.-— <* Qoam cekbres colinae font f Quanta nepotum focos jnventns premiu 
*' Txanieo pueforum infelicium gccgt'* gp<>*> P^^ tranfafla ^onvivia, alii cubicn^ 
<' contomelix expedlant. Iranfeo agroina exoletoruro, per nationescolorefqyede* 
** fcripta uc eadem omnibus levita} fit, eadem primx menfura lanoginis cadem 
<' fpecus capillorum^ ne quis, cui re^or eft coma, crifpulis mifceatur, Tranico 
"^piftorum turbam, t/anfrb miniAratorum per quoe,iigno dato, ad infercndam caniam 
** ^ifcnrrirur. Dii boni!" (Subjoins .t|ie pbilpfopher} ** quantum bominom 
•< unius Venter exercct.'* Seneca's Epift : 

Tv^ v^^fovf-Athenxus Dseip : Lib : vi. 
Q Amniianqs. Lib. xxiiii. 
4 Id ; Lib. xiv^ 
B llor: Sat: Lib; i, p. 

With 
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With the more humane and refleding Romans, how-r 
ever, it was not unufual to emancipate th^ir flayes from 
this cruel ftate of bondage, in the cafes of faithful fervic.e, 
and meritorious conduB — This was done by various modps ; 
any one of which converted the Serwis into a Liifertus, apd 
though it did not confer on him all thp rights and privilege s 
of Roman citi^etifhip> liberated him notwithilanding, for- 
ever, from the tyranny of a paffionate, pr the caprice of 
a whimfical lord. — The only compliment due pn this OQca- 
fion from the manumitted flave to his quondani maftcr, 
was to adopt his name; a qircumftance which, we perceiye 
by our infcription, had not been omitted by the freed tnjin 
of Aufidius Maximus, 

The Sixth legion, mentioned on this a^tar, was tranf- 
ported into Britain, in the time of Hadrian; and probably 
accompanied that Emperor, when he took this kingdom in 
the tour of his dominions.* Its firft ftation was fome- 
where in the North of England, in the neighbourhood of 
the Vallum, the Weft end of which it appears to havq 
erefted. — Towards the middle of the reign of Antoninus 
Pius, it moved rather more to the South, and became 
ftationary at Yqrk. — Here it continued till the beginning 
of the fifth century ; when it returned to Italy, to aflift in 
fupporting the finking fabric of the empire.' 

1 This we have reafon to conclade, from the following inrcription on an alcar, 
given by Gale, — " Imperatoris Divi Hadriani ab a^ts tribuno militum legionis 
-< fextaB vidlricis cam qua ex Gcrmanii in Britanniam tranfiit/' Galci Anton: 
(tin : p. 47« 

2 Hdfiley'i Brit : Rom : jc), 8c« 

There 
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There is no room to fuppoie the Legion itfelf was ever 
at Bath ; but from two infcriptions having been found 
there, in which mention of it occurs^ a reafcmable cbiii 
jefture arifes, that one of its difperfed cohorts might have 
been, at leafl for a time, quartered in this city. 

This altar was found on the fcite of the prefent Pumpr 
room, about four years fince. 

I have added a reprefentation of the Focus or Thurtbulum 
on the top of the altar ; a cavity intended : to receive the 
libations and frankincenfe offered to the Deity to whom it 
was dedicated, 
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BEiE SULINI PRO SALUTE ET INCOLITMITATE MARCl 
AUFIDII MAXIMI LEGIONIS VI^* VICTRICIS AUFI- 
DIUS EJUS ADOPTATUS HERES LEBERTUS VOTUM 
SOLVIT LIBENS MERITO. 

A HE ftyle of this infcription ; the form of the letters ; 
the dimenfiions of the altar ; together with its being found 
on the fame fpot, and bearing the fame names with the laft ; 
lead me to conclude5 that it is nearly contemporaneous 
with it. — It feems to have been erefted by the fame Liber- 
tus, probably a fhort time after the former, when his 
patron had conferred the additional favor of adopting 
him for his heir and fucceffor. — This was not an unufual 
praflice with the Romans^ for as the law gave them the mod 
unreflrained difpofition of their own property/ the limi- 

a It was a law of the twelve tables. " Uti quifque legaflit fuas rei, ita jas 
" efto."— on which words Pomponius obferves; <* Verbis Legis daodecim tabula- 
** rum his uti quifque legaflit fuaerei, ita jus efto : latiflima poteftas tributa videtur, 
'< etbxredisinftituendij et legata et libertates dandi, tutelas quoque conftituendi. 
*' Uiide liquet earn ad mannmifliones etiam pertinere^ at qnotquot e fuis quifque 
5^ fcrris iiberos relinquere vellet, poflet." — Dererb: Signif: in Verb : Legatis, 

tation 
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tation of it to a faVorite flave, who hid rendered himfelf 
ufeful to his mafter; who had flattered his paflionsi dr 
humoured his weakneffes, would be natural, and confe- 
quently frequent — More particularly, when the teftator 
had neither confort ndr offspring lb inherit after him ; 
which was generally the cafe with the Roman foldier ; 
who feldom entered the married ftate till he had eompleated 
his term of military fervice* 
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tEREGRINUS SECUNDI FILIUS CIVIS TREVERIS JOVl 
CEtiO MARTI ET NEMETONA VOTUM SOLVIT LI- 
BENS MERITO* 

X HIS votive altar was difcovered feveral feet tinder 
ground, in the year one thoufand feven hundred and fifty- 
four, in the upper part of Stall-ftreet. It is dedicated to 
three deities, the Ceti an Jupiter, Mars, and Nemetona. 

The name of the perfon who crefted it does not appear, 
for the word P(??Yg"nn2^i is merely an appellative ; implying 
that he was a ft ranger or traveller.* — We find, however, 
by the fecond and third lines, the name of his father, Se- 
cundus ; and the city of his refidence, Treves in Germany. 

Though it be fufficiently evident from the Writings of 
the more enlightened and philofophic Romans, that they 
were Deifts, and held the wild and abfurd notions of Po- 
lytheifm in fecret contempt, yet the belief of a multiplicity 

1 Amongd tlie Romans it was extremely common for perfons to receive namei 
from certain circumflances of their birth or fortune ; fuch as Vofi/cuSf an appellation 
given to thefurvivor of two tvvins, when one died in parturition; Ca/ar, Agripfot 
and otheri. 

K of 
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of deities tainted the popular mind, and pervaded all the 
middle and lower orders of the empire.* Error being once 
admitted, increafed in a rapid degree; and bewildered 
reafon not fatisfied with erefting every element, paflion, 
and even abftrafted idea, into a divinity ; taught at length, 
that there were a variety of God» (rf the fame name, differ- 
ing, however, in their a6ls and chara£lers. 

This was the cafe more particularly with the greater 
deities; and there was fcarcely a town, of any confe- 
quence, throughout the Roman empire, which had not its 
peculiar Jove, Minerva, or Mars. Thefe differed not 
only in their charafters, but in their reprefentations alfo ;^ 
and fo materially, that the Jove^ Terracina, or Jupiter 
Anxur, was fculptured with the beautiful and beardlefi 
face of the fon of Maia, or the brother of Latona, inftead 
of the awful countenance, of the father of Gods and men.3 

It was to a local Jupiter of this kind, the peculiar God 
of the municipal town, Cetiuih,^ in Germany, (together 
with Mars and Nemetona) that this altar was dedicated. 

1 Omnes gentes una lex, et fempiterna, et immortalis, continebit; unufquc 
exit, qaa& magifler/et impeiator onmiiun, Deu9* Cicero : Frag :< Lib : 3« De Repob, 
a Montfaucon^ Tom* i« Plate is. Fig. 9. 

3 fiis fex cxleftesy medio Jove, fedibus altis 
Augafli gravitate fedcnt. Soa quemqtie deomm 
Infofibif lade&: Jovis dt vegaUi Imago. 

Ov : Met : 1. 6. v. 74. 

4 Nouci oppid Anton : Baudrando Pagua Auftrias inferioris ad Danobiam, ubi 
recipit Anzefpach Amnem. Hoffmanni Lex: Tom: i. p.i. Manicipii dig- 
nitatem, non colonix literati lapides urbi contribreunt. — Fait Municipiam ad Mon- 
tea Kalenberg. Anton : Itin : apud WciTelin : p. 234, Now called Kotwig : 
Simp: in Id. 

The 
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The laft of thefe deities feems to have been a Britifli one, 
and known only in the South- Weftern parts of England. — 
The name Nemetotacio (which Baxter confiders as fynor 
nymous with Nemetomagus) feems in the chorography of 
Anonymous Ravennas,* and is conjefiured, by Baxter, to 
be the prefent Launcefton.*— If this be allowed, the near 
approach of Nemetona to the town Nemetomagus, will 
juftify the opinion of the former bein^ the local divinity 
of the latter. 

1 Horfley, p. 490. 

2 Bax; GioiT: Antiq: p. 172, 182* 
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SULEVIS SULINUS SCULTOR (pTO fculptov) BRUGETI 
FILIXJS SACRUM FECIT LIBENS MERITO* 

A HIS altar was found at the fame time and place with 
the one laft defcribed. It is dedicated to the SuliviT, the 
Dex campejlresi or Ipcal rur^l deities of the country 
around Bath ; 

Sunt rtijlica numina Nymphs 
Faunique^ Satyi'ique, et Monticolce Sylvani,^ 

A con- 

I Ovid : Met : Lib : i. v. i^2« Thefe were inferior intelligences to the Dii rufiidf 
who more immediately prefided over Agricuiture^ and affifted the labours of the 
hufbandman. Varro ii^vokesj and enumferates thefe deities in the beginning of hit 
work Rt rufiica. '' Qnoniam, ut ajunt, Dei facientes adjuvant^ prius snvocabp 
eos ; nee ot HomerttS^ et Ennias Mu/as : fed xii* Deos cenfe^tes. Neqae t^men 
Urkanos, qaorum imagines ad forum auratac ftantj iex mares et totidem fasminse^ fed 
illos xii« Deosj qui maxime agricolarum duces funt. Primum^ qui omnes fruAus 
agricoltanccoelo et terrai continent^ Jfovem ct Telhrem-^ itaqi|e duo hi parentes 
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A conjefture that is confiderably ftrengthened by the 
magnitude and depth of its Focus^ which is well calcur 
lated to receive the abundant offering of herbs, fruits, and 
flowers, with which thefe fancied intelligences were fup- 
pofed to be pleafed. 

The aukward form, and bad fculpture of this altar, 
place its execution at a time when the arts were fadly 
degenerated here ; probably not long before the Rpmans 
quitted Britain. 

Ynagni dicuntur : Jupiter pater appelh^ur : Ttlhx terra mater, Secondo SoUm et 
LunaiHy quoram tempora obiervantar, cum quzdam feruntur pt condgntur. Tertio 
Ctrertm et Liherum^ quod horum frudlus maxime neceffarit ad vi^um. Ab his enim 
cibas et potio venit e fundo. Quarto, Robigum ac ^loram^ quibus propitiis, oeqae 
rubigo fruiiienta> neque arbores corrampit» neque non t^mpcfiiTe florent* Itaque 
publice Robigo ferias, Robigalia^ Floroi ludi Floralia ijiftituti. Item advcncro Mi- 
vervamti Venenm^ quarum unius procuratio Oiiveti^ alteriiis hortorum : qtK> nomine 
Kiftica Vinalia inftituta. Nee non ctiam precor Lympham et Banum E'ventvm ; 
quoniam fine aqua omnis arida ac mifera agricultura ; fine /uccejfu ac bono cveotu ; 
fruftratio eft, non cultura." 






\ N 






NUMBER 



• * 



« • 4 



NUMBER 



( 47 ) 






NUMBER IX, 



....«.""«^^^»"x..««'"saMcnaiii»»w»ii.»»*""«r,.,***"%..^ 



LOCUM RELIGIOSUM PER INSOLENTIAM ERUTUM 
VIRTUTE INAUGURATUM REPURGATUM REDDIDIT 
CAIUS SEVERIUS EMERITUS CENTURIO POSUIT ERGO 
GRATIiE, 

X HIS monumental Cippus was found in Stall-ftreet, on 
the 29th of June, 1753- It commemorates the re-edifica- 
tion of fome place of worfhip, which had fallen into difufe 
and decay. Caius Severius Emeritus/ a centurion, re- 
ftored, and dedicated it afrefli; and erefted the above 
ftone in teflimony of this aft of piety. The centurial 

mark (which is nothing more than the inverted initial of 
Centurio), being of the fhape much in ufe about the 

middle of the fourth century, enables us to form fome idea 

of the antiquity of this Cippus. 

1 If the word Emeritus be taken for an appellative indead of a Cognomen, it will 
mean a Veteran; or one whpilad compleated his years of fervice, and received his 
difcharge. '' Emeriti jdfcuntar Veterani, folutiqoe milites, qui jam in ufu prxlii 
*^ nou funt, qokr mereri militare dicuntur, a flipendiis fcilicit, quae merentur. 
** lidem et teterani dicantury quia jam in ufu prxlii non fant fed, poft multos mi- 
«* litisB labores quietis fuffragiam confcquuntur." Valtrin : dc Re Mil : Rom : vi 5. 
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W HAT the original ufe or defign of this ftone might 
have been, it is now difficult to fay. It appears to be part 
of a fculptiire exhibiting a military commander in pretty 
bold relief. From the rudely-chifferd dolphin on the left 
hand corner, it fhould feem that a naval officer was intended 
to be reprefentcd ; fince that fifh was confidered facred to 
Neptune/ and held to be an emblem of extcnfive maritime 
power ;* 

Til \^tv ^X2 yxixVy tvj Se ^x'Xx7(rxv f%€r.3 

In matters, which, (from particular circumftances), will 
not admit of demonftration, it may be allowable to advance 

2 f Qui Neptono fimulacrom faciunt, Dclphinum auc in manu ejus, aut fub.pede 
'' confticuere vidcnCur ; quod gratiifinium Neptuno ((Te arbicrantur," — Hyginui Ia 
Delphioo. 

2 Vtl': Graec : Epig : in Anthol: oa t Cupid holding a Aower in one hand and a 
dolphin in the other. 

L rational 
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rational conjeflure in the room of proof, — Prefuming 
upon this privilege, I would veuture to ofier an opiniou. 
that the ftone under confideration, might have been erefted 
to the honor of Caraufius, a bold ufurper in the reign of 
Dioclefian, who, by his confummate gallantry, and extra- 
ordinary naval Ikill, obtained the compleat dominion of 
Britain and held it for feven years. The following ac- 
count of him is given by Eutropius,, ** Caraufius, though 
" very meanly born, obtained a confiderable poft in 
** the army, and acquired a great reputation, whilft he 
^- enjoyed it. He at Bononia received a commiflion to 
*' keep all quiet at fea upon the Belgic and Armorican 
*^ coaft, infefled by^the Franks and Saxons; and having 
*^ tak6n many of the barbarians, without either returning 
*^ the whole booty to the provincials, or remitting the 
** fame to the Emperors ; a fufpicion arofe, that he de- 
" fignedly fuffered the Barbarians to make inroads that he 
*^ might catch them as they were going off with their booty, 
** and by thefe means enrich himfelf. Orders were given 
** to Maximian to kill him ; upoix which he affumed the 
" purple, and feized on Britain; and when force had been 
** ufed in vain, they were glad at laft to ftrike up a peace 
*' with him. Seven years afterwards, he was killed by 
" Aleftus his companion, who himfelf kept pofieffion of 
" Britain for three years after the death of Caraufius, and 
"then was fupprcfled by the management of AfcJepio- 
^^ dotus, the Captain of the guards/'* 

1 Ilorflcy's Brit : kom*: p. 69. 

Sculptural 
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Sculptural reprefentatians of their great men, %vxre, we 
know, wrycuftomary modes of flattery amongft the Ro- 
ma^os, particularly under the lower empire, when ajtars, 
ftatues, and temples were raifed, and divinity attached to the 
pofiefiion of the purple, however vicious or cojitemptible 
the wearer might be. Many fuch compliments would 
doubtlefs be paid to the fuccefsful ufurper Caraujius^ and 
as tlie ftyle of fctilpture obfervable in the ^ovat before us, 
marks it to have been chiffelled when the art3 were on the 
decline^ this, (together with other circumftances) feems to 
juftify the opinion of its having been, originally, a repre- 
fentation of him. 

The drefs of the figure, alfo, is that of a military com- 
mander ; a loofe cloak, called a Chlaynys^ whicli covered 
the clofer veft, or Tunica, and was faftened on the right 
Ihoulder with a Fibula, or clafp. The Dolphin^ moreover, 
points at the fame profeflion ; being a fyrabol of aftivity 
an*d difpatch, and therefore a very proper accompaniment 
to a fculpture of this kind. The coins of Vefpafian, (who 
affefted the motto of Auguftus, a-^evSe B^c^Saug) very fre- 
quently exhibit on their reverfes, the Dolphin entwined with 
^n anchor ; to denote expedition and alacrity, coupled, 
ftjt the fame time, with prudence and moderation. 

It is to be remarked further, that the cropped hair, and 
(hprt curling beard, obfervable in this relief, befpcak a 
folfJier of the lower empire; when it became fafliionable 

f- 2 tp 
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wear the laft appendage to the face/ The hiftory of beards 
indeed, amongft the Romans is fomewhat fingular^ and 
well exemplifies the caprice and mutable nsaure of fafhion. 
In the early ages of the commonwealth, whilft the Roman 
chara6ler continued to be a ferious ope, the beard was 
carefully cheriflied, and regarded with veneration ;* nor 
were barbers heard of in the capital of the world, till 
four hundred and fifty years after its foundation, when 
they were firfl introduced there by Tidmus Mama from 
Sicily .3 Y^hat ceafes to be fafhionable, however, foon 

1 It was a caftom with xhp Romans to c^op tbp hair (hort in the neck| when they 
aflumed the Toga vin'lis, at the age of feventcen ; and to keep it ever after in the 
fame date — This was done with great foletnnity, and the (horn locks were generally 
offered to fome deity or other-— Frequently to Bacchus ; 

Ille genai Phzbo, crincm hie pafcebat Jaccho, 

Statiu^Theb: i» i$^f 
Sometimes to Apollo : 

Accipe laudatos juvenis Phaebeie crintt 
Quos tibi Cxfareos donat puer, accipe hetasi 
Intonfoqae often^e patri* « 

Stat : lib : 3, Sil : 4, 
At other times to Jove j 

Jupiter banc crinem» voti reast ante dicarem. 
Si pariter nati virides libare dediffcs 
Ad tua tcmpla gcnas 
a Livy Lib: v.— 41. — 
Lucatralfo defcribes Cato, as rigidly obferving the fiiihion of the beard;* 
Intonfos rigidam in frontem defcendere canos 
PaiTus cratj mxstamque genis in crefcere barbaai. Lib. &• 
3. Pliny, Lib: vii. c*, 59. Omnioo tonfores in Italiam ex Sicilia priroom 
vieniire dlcqntiirj poil Romam conditam Anno Qaadringentefimo quinquagefioo 
quarto^ ot fcriptom in publico Ardea in litcris extat, eofque adduxiffe P. Ti^lpin'P 
^^c^am« M : V^rro dc Re Ruft : Lib : 2. Cap ; ulr. 

begins 
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begins to be confidered as abfprd. The refined Romans 
adopting the oriental cudom of ihaving the chin, quickly 
loft aU refpefl for their ancieni: cudom, and laughed 
heartily at the fimplicity of their anceftors, in following 
one that was now termed barbarous and ridiculous ; 

Crefiam dtgnum Barba, dignii^mq Capillis 

The Beard became ^ fubjeft of fcorn wherever it 
appeared ; and the poor philofopher's chin fufFered many a 
pra£lical joke from the raifchievous urchins of the Au- 
guftan age : 

Vellent tibiBarbam 
fjifcivi piuTu^ 

Inconftant faChiojj, however, rendered the beard once 
more refpeftable, and Hadrian, in the beginning of the 
fecond century, again gave it popularity, by encouraging 
^he growth of hfs owh.3 Succeeding Emperors followed 
his example ; and the cuilpm kept its ground, till the ter- 
mination of the empire,4 

The 

1 Jov t Sat ; t6, 32. 

2 Hor: Sat: Lib: 1. Sat: 3. v. ig^, 

g Ai^Mtv^9^(ui^ytHiafxe^tl9i^t,X\^\i]X\n\ In vit ; l^gani : 

4 The Hiftorj of Beards in our own country, woald well difplay the bftability of 
faftiion, if thj( fabjeA were worth porfoing ; it may be remarked, however^ by the 
bye> that Henry the 2ft» was thf fuft who istroduced fhaving into England, at we 
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The two fragments A. and B. are probably orliaBienti 
of a portal. — The former feems to have a particular re- 
ference to Bath. — I take it to be part of the figure of a 
Genius, holding a Strigil in his fight hand; an infttutftcnt 
of brafs, iron, or filver, with which the atteftdants at the 
Baths, cleanfed the bodies of the bathers.* — The latter 
fragment belonged to the re^prefentation of another Ge-r 
nius, who patronised rural employments ; and delighteci 
in the fruits of the earth, a^d the flowers of the field ; 

Tellurem porco^ Silvanum laEle piabant, 
Floribus et vino Genium, rrieiiiorem brevis 0vi.* 

Thefe fubordinate intelligences make a confiderable figure 
in claffical mythology, a nd confequently deferve a moment's 
attention. — Various were the opinions of the ancients 
refpefting them. Plutarch confiders them as intermediate 
beings between the Gods and jnen.? Varro, as the mental 
or intelleSual part of man.* Others as the tutelary Deities 
offtates, cities, and individuals. ^ Some fancied thefe ima- 
ginary 

are informed. — " Henricus comam in hac infbla princ«p» barbimque totondit, 
ejusque exemplo du^i Angli qui a fumma mcmoria capillo promifTo fuerant, omnc9 
confedim tondebantor." .Theod : Clainus Hiftor: Brican : Lib; 3. 
4 Sanadon'9 Note in Hor : Sat : Lil^ ; 2. 7. v. 109. 

2 Hor: Epift: \i, Ep : 1. v. 143. 

3 To ru9 ^a%fM9u}f ytnt t» yt/tvu ^twv t^ et^^turKv : de Orac. 

4 '' GeaiuxQ cflfe uniufcujufqaeanimunirationalemet ideoeflefinguIdsfinguIoraiB.'- 
V«rr& apud Aurel ; AuguHin^ 

.5 *' Geniam Diccbant antlqui naturalcm t)euto> uniufcojufquc toci, 'vri tci, ai|t 
hominis." IScrvius in imo. Ceorgic*. VVrgilii. '* Suus cuiqnc' liabs, fuus cuiqat 

ritas 
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ginary beings were two in number, wnich took charge of 
every peyfbn from the moment of his nativity, one of 
whom continually impelled him to good, the other to 
evil.* That they were conftantly employed in this bene- 
ficial or pernicious work, and never quitted him for a 
moment of time, from his birth to his deceafe." Having 
this powerful influence over human aftions, and temporal 
affairs, the Gmit were held in profound veneration, and 
divine hpaors paid to them, both by flates and individuals. 
Various offerings were efteemed to be agreeable to them. 
A pig of two m<>nths old ; 

Cras Genium iaero 
Cur obis et porco bemjlrifi 

Aialtedcake; 

Tu cejpite vhuo 
Ponefocumy Geniumque loci Faunwnque Larcmque 
Salfo Jarre vocaA 

ritus eft, varios cuftodes urbibus cundis mens divina* diftribuit, ut anims nafccnti'- 
bus, ita populis fatales Genii dividuntur." Q: Symnachas in Relatione fua ad 
A. A. A, pro reflaurando Deorum gentiliam Culca. 

1 Cum nafcimur duos Genios fortimur, unns eft, qui hortatur ad Bona ; alter qui 
depravat ad mala, nee incongrue dicuntur Genii, quia cum unufquifque genitus fueric 
el ftatim obfervatores deputantur; quibus afliftentibus poft mortem aut afterimur in 
meliorem vitam aut condemnamur in deteriorcm.'* Scrvius in hoc Virgilii." 
'* Quifque fuos patimur manes/' 

2 Genius autem ita nobis aiHduos obferirator appofitus eft, ut ne panflo quidcm 
temporis longius abfcedat, fed ab utcro matris cxceptos ad cxtrcmum vitse diem 
comiietur. Cenforin : dc die Natal : c, 3. 

AfravTi ^MfAoit et»S^ rta y%fu^%¥u, Menandcr» 

Omni homini nafcenti Genius* 

3 Hor: Od: Lib: 3. ij^ 

4 Cilphuj?!: Sic: Ec : 5, 

An 



C 56 ) 

An oblation of Frankincenfe ; 
Magne Gerii, cape tkura libens, votifque faveto ; 
Si modo cum de mc cogitat ilk cadeL^ 

Fruits and wine ; or wine alone; 
Funde merum Genio.'^ 

TJiefe offerings were generally made on the natal day of 
the pious votary, in a private manner, in his own maniion. 
But to the Genius of every particular ftate or city, a temple 
was raifed at the public expence, and diyine rites publicly 
obferved on particular days fet apart for that purpofe,^ 

1 Tibullus, Lib : 4. de Natali Cerinthi, 

2 A : Perfius in princip : Sat : 6. 

3 In RomCj in the 1 4th Region of the city, was a chapel dedlicat^d aJ Cwhs 
/ihercrum; znother, ad Geniot Larium, in the 6th Region ; and a third, in the 7th. 
ad Geuimm SoMgi, — Rofinus Antiqaitat : Rom : Lib : 2. c. \iv» Ammianus Mar* 
cellinui mentions a temple to the fame intelligence in Alexandria. Lib: 22/ 
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I T is ibmewliat fingular, thW a Very intelligent and 
refpeftable antiquary of the prefent day, (hould have 
miilaken the monument before us^ fi>x the produdion of 
the Saxon or €k>thit age; When its formi fubje£iy and 
every other circumftance, manifefl it to be intimately con* 
ne£led with claflical mythology.* — The fculpture, indeed, 
is not remarkable for elegance, having been executed, (as 
I (hall prefently fhew) towards the beginning of the fourth 
century, when the arts were very much on the decline; 
but, perhaps, we can fcarcely judge now, fairly, of its 
original execution, fince it is worked on Bath ftone, the 
friable nature of which, prevents the long prefervation of 
the finer and minuter parts of any piece of fculpture. 

Amongft the ancients it was an ufual praflice to dedicate 
the fame temple to feveral deities. — Thus Hercules and the 
Mufes were joined in one at Rome^ as well as Caflor and 

t CoTernMT pQwnal'S''< D^fcriptioDS and Explanations of fome Remains of 
^^ Rem^ Antiquttiet dog up in the City of Bath ;" p : 26* . 

M Pollux; 



C ^ ) 

Pollux; Pan and Ceres; Apollo and iEfculapius. — ^Thofc 
"alfo^ who in their attributes bare ziiy refemUanee t(»€> ck 
other^ were often aflbciated together upon the faamc altar. 
When this occurred, the divinities were caUed Suf«*Ctf(A.iOi 
and o[uot(cu.ioi^ and the altars themfelves Ai£'ft.>oi, or double 
altars. — Of this fort was the one before us, which appears 
to have been- dedicated to Jupiter ^suLJIaccuks bibax, or 
the convivial Hercules/ The following explanation of 
the two figures will probably be confidered as fufficient 
prQo& oi the truth of this opinion. 

m » m . \ 

The left-hand relief reprelents J^tjnter with thofe various 
emblems which diilingu){h him from the other deilits. of 
ancient mythology. 

. f In the iffc^ieat LeAiteinioiBB which the Romans made to Heicoks*. they ofed 
eren to invoke him nnder his irumhu cburaBer^ as one finds by &tatuu ; and a parti« 
calar friend of that poet had a very remarkable littk figure of thb Godji which te 
afed to [^e opmi his tablcj whenever any gaieties were cart^dng on thtie.* U« 
held a cyathns in one^hand^ and his clob in the other^ with a m3d good-hnmoosed 
looky that fetmed to invite others to be as happy and well pleafed as himfelf.^-^ 
Spence's Polymetis, p. 126. 

Nee torva effigies^ epnlifque aliena remxffis; 

Sed qnalenLpaecidomQi adfflirata Molorchij, 

Aot Aleae locis vidit Tegeaea facerdos : 

Qoalis et Oetaeit emtflbs in Aflra faviUls , 

NeAar adhoc torva laetas Jonone bIBebat. 

Sic mitis vnltns ; veloti de pedore gatidens- ^ "^ 

Hortetnrjneii&Sp l^eoBf hsc marcenria frattb • ^> 

Pocola ; adhnc fxvz meminit manns altera pngnx ; 

SnfUnct occaltom Nemexo tegmine Saxum. 

Statios Sylr : 6. ri 5*. ' ' 

The 



«^faEi^<i^urki^>b(9lt«i«u:6^l^dii).g,to:the defpripp^o^ .of t^ poet ; 



♦ ^ « « *'«•«' #/ 



Ignibus armata eft,' ...... ' 

. W^H.ijJs kft H§ fields his fq^pji^, :^$ th^ JCipg x?r father 
pf all beings, whether hum^n or diviije ; 

a 

At his feet may be feen the " feathered king," or eagle ; 
^hich&Am.'its fAperiority ;to other birds, was canfidcre4 
2is the peculiar atten4ant on Jove, find t|ie bearpr of his 
lightning; 



• "X k ' ' 



• ;- \kfy.gvd [^(ms ikfesferiurrin 

AJJueto volitans^ -gcfia ceujulmna Mundi.^ 

Xhe head and :COMti|ena](^e -are TOUch \mutilated, but 
fufficient^ the former remains to teftify that it was origi- 
nally modelled, in the pircuraftances of the hair, beard, &c. 
^er ihe fiiblime-defcciption gh^en rby Hoipj?tj of 4;he father 
iff ^Cttls^aod inen ; .. , . 



^< 



?Ov; Met; L. 2, v. 325. 2 Id: Lib: i.v. 178. 3 Man.Uiusj Ub:I, v.^^^. 

4 Horn: II : L: 1. v. 521* 
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His only covering is a regal PalHunu 4hM!ira ovet .the 
](ift (houlder/ and .hanging loofely around the -bodyv-t iwt^ 
The figure which occupies the other face of this bifronted 
altar^ is the reprefentatipn of Hfrciiies B^aos^ qc the con* 
viviaj Hcrcule^r 

The liA^al attributes of this deity were his lion^s ikin^ 
club| and bow ; 

Ovx H^^kXm^ 879^ €9ffiv ; »(A.tiy8v oKk^^ fur toy HftfnXc^i 

TO Toifiv^ TO fOvaXcv, m Xcovth, to f^cyfdof ,* 

The two former qf ii^hich are fuffic}ently vifible in the 
relief. 

* ' 

But when he was reprefented und^ his drunken cha:9% 
rafter, inftead of the latter implement of ww^ he hw^ i^ 
his right hand a cyathus, or goblet- 



n < 



Tend fuec mdrceniia frat^is 



Pocuh^ ^ 

This emblem was given him, in^ allufion both to his in* 
temperate propenfities, and alfo to a wild mythol<^cai 
fable, which feigned that he traverfed the ocean in a 
Scyphiis pr drinkiiig veflel ; a ftory that had its rife, accord* 



f Lucian, torn: i« p. 298, 
T ^tatius at fitpra« 



IXig 



( ^ ) 

ihg to MacrobHi$9 from a voyage performed hy this 
fidveiitupous hero, not in a gof>le(, but in a fmall (hip, that 
^re the i^aoie c^ Scyphus.^ 



The aQbciation of J(n)e an4 Hercules on the /kme altar, 
^as not unuibal; inftances of it ocpur in Gruter and 
^ontfaucoQ. The pra£|dce, however, flourifhed more par- 
ticularly during the joint reign of Dioclelian and Maxir 
minian ; the former of whom afFefted the name and cha- 
rafter of Jove, the latter thofe of Herculej.^ This circum- 
ftanqe njay be confidered as an index to the date of our 
^Itar, which was probably r^ifed to the lionor cjf thefe 
jElmperors ; and places it confecjiiently, fproewhejrp between 
the years of our Lord 284, and 304, a periQ4 whiph 
comprehends the fef m of their dominion oyer jhp Romaii 
empire.3 

Thi? altar feems to have filled the corner of fome temple j 
two of its fides being rough and unwrought. — Its focu^ 
was evidently intended to receive libatioi^$ and o|ferings» 

1 Macrob: Saturn: L»5.€. at. 

2 Ju^ter et Hercules ooanunquam occurront cum hoc titnlo Dii Ma^.^^HxQ 
Jovi et Hercoli fimol oblata rdigio maximd vigebat xvo Diocletiani ct Maxliniaiii« 
qaorum prior Jovitts, (ccundus HercMliut in honorem duornm horumcc numbuip 
vodtatuft eft. — Mont&neonj torn : u p« 47% 

A Eufropifu^ Lib: ix, c. z2. 
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th« time of difeovering the twQ preccujkifig pieces o^ 
fculjptur^, this curious fragittent vtrs/ iilfo diug up., U 
leems t<> have been. the pediment qC a Oiialler temple^ 
chapel, or facellum J dedicated probacy. ^^ |h^ Qo/idefii 
Luna, under one of her various names and charafters.* — 
The head which appears in the centre, is eXQCu^tied in rude, 
but bold relief; and exhibits a broad Ethiopian counte- 
ifimce, l^itK the hair dreflcd in very large «wls ; ^4 .tied 
at the top in a knot. — A crefcent encircles it; *ftd a ko9(te4 
wand, with a ferpent twilling round it, appears on the right 
<ide, without the crcfccnt, ., 






That this fpecimen of antique mafohry o^igueially n^^id? 

part of an edifice dedicated to the intelligence which was 
fuppofed to prefide over the moon, will probably appeaf 
from the following remarks. • : -. : % 

« • ' : ... 

• ' ■ .. 

1 Cicero enotnerates fome of her appeUa^a^ and givei tho roaftoa ^ ^elr 
being applied to her* Cic : de Nat : Deor : 2, n. 68« «. 

• " The 
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The Greeks and Romans borrowing their mythological 
and philofophical noticms from the Egyptians, adopted the 
tenet of the eternity of the fun and moon/ and confidered 
thefe planets as the great parents of univerfal life« the 
authors and fupporters of animated nature; 

Numerous temples were ere£led to them individually, 
throughout the em|)ire; and at Rome, no lefs than.three, 
with a fmall chapel, ftood dedicated to the fair planet of 
the night.3 The moft confiderabk of thefe was iituajtf^ on 
the Aventine mount ; 

Aventino Luna coknda jugo i^ 

And here, under the name of NoBiluca, the moon re« 
ceived divine honors. 

But the worQiip of this planet was not confined to th6 
cFty of Rome alone. It found its way into all the colonies 
and provinces ; and as the influence and powers of the 

^ i Yv^XoCmv (Egjrptii) 919m Ivo ^ «JWc rvi n «9Up» mu rm 90mm. Died. Sic: 
AwKt wiifiMUM9T§f hAmvmpi ^iM99» ^fKfif^ ha TV tuwm fiwM i^xMft* Hor: Apol ; ia 

a Sibflltiia Cannimi, apad Zofim : Hiilor: L. i* 
S Driaparr ^t Attaq. Rte : p. if 5. 

4 Ot : Faft : !«• J. ia fin* 

moon 
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moon were efteemed to be various and important, fo her 
wor&ip was culdvated with the moft rigid care and at« 
tmdbn.-^^Conftant iBres illuminated her temples during the 
night; and particular facrifices marked the different ftages^ 
of htrr appearance; her incrcafe, her full, and wane* 
When her countenance was obfcured with clouds, or 
hidden by an cciipfe, various ceremonies were obferved to 
court her rc*appearance, or to relieve her from the efFefts 
cf thofe mtcheries, by which the wild wanderings of 
Ueadnen fuperflition efteemed her, in the latter cafe, to be 
oppte^bd. 

m 

• - * 

\ Candida nec magiios nrtes^ inmicaqwe verha 

, . Fi^ffkj fiec a radzis terras moLminefratris 

V . lT%terctpiaf%d^ bijmoi Delia noEles 
Harruit, ttfufai Uxit caligine vuUmn^ 

• Quantum pavidx fuccurr ere Lunce 

Certantes popull tirmitiBus asris acuti 
Ingeminant, Jiirdqfque Dde nituntur ad mires 
Thejfalicum n^ carmen eat^ detroElaque cab 
Suppqfitas lata terras Jimul obruat orhe\^ 

The influence of this planet, alfo, over the human 
frame was confidered as very powerful, and in feveral 
difeafes it was cuftomary to invoke the moon for cure or 
relief* 

i Pet : ApoIIon : Cellatiu de Excidio Hicrofolfm ; Lib : 'i« 

N ^ From 
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copeia of antiquity, the fnake was in conftant ufe, and a 
variety of good efFefts were attributed to it.^ — Hence it 
became facred to ^Efculapius^ whofe reprefentation is 
generally accompanied by the ftgure of a ferpent. The 
knotted ftick adumbrates the difficulty attending the praftice 
of phyfic;^ and both together fqrni an appropriate 
emblem of tlie perfonage who invented the art, and com- 
manded the means of reftoring health and vigor.3 It is by 
this accompaniment that the God, in the language of the 
poet, defcribes himfelf to be diftinguiftied ; 

Pone TnetiLs; veniam; Jivmlacraque noflra relinquam^ 
Bunc modo Jerpentemj bacuLuvi qui nexibus ambit; 
Per [pice et ufque nota.^ 

And Apujieius mention^ it as the qircuipflance by which 
his reprefentatiop may tje ealieft known ; 

Dlceres Dei medici haculo, quod 7'arriulisJeTf^iav2putatzs nodo^ 
Jam gerityferpentem genti'ojum lubricis awpLexibus infuerere.^ 

f 'Qoin et inefTe ei (angui) remeduf multa cr(:dantar, ct ideo Efcnlapio dicatur.— - 
Plm; Nat: Hift: Lib: ^g. 

z Bacillum habet (i£fculapius) nodofupj quod difficultateio ijgnificat artis. — 
Fcft: Pomp: Lib : 9*». 

3 AtfxXirtov 

h^vee van^awaif ftXfxrnfs ptwvfm Pindar^ Pythlor : cdp j, 

4 Ov : Met: 15. 662. 

Q L: Apul : Lib: ime. Mile; iaprincipio. 
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X HIS fine bronze head was dug up in the month of July 
J 727, iil Stall-llrcet, where it lay buried fixteenfeet under 
the furfape of the ground. It is a beautiful fragment of 
pT ftatue of Apollo, which ftood, probably, in a temple 
dedicated to hipi, near ^hp fpot whcjre the head was 
difcovered, 

That this Deity ftiould have a temple raifed to his honor, 
in a city which received its appellation from himfelf, will 
fcarcely admit of a queftion,^ particularly as he was efteem- 
ed to be potent in the infliiftion and cure of many diforders. 

Homer introduces him very fublimely, as defcending 
from Olympus^ and difcharging amongft the Grecians his 
arrows winged with plague and pcftilence. 
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AUT8 KiVH^f J^l®"'. 'd 3* t^ifi VUKTi iOlKO}^^ 

E^^t' €7:eiT awoiuev&e vacovy (i.BTcc 5';ov fii^xf* 
J^ean^ Se xXa/yv) yevsT a^vqaoio ^loio* 

hvTotq STireiT avTOKrt fie\®^ €%£z«r£uxf 5 e^ieig^^ 

And fliortly after, as removing the malady from their 
carnp^ at the interceflion of his favorite priefl ; 

H5 €Ti Kat uvv [j^oi To5' enpiy^qviVivov aeXScaq, 
H3m vvv ^vaoLcriu aanaa Xoiyoi/ a[i.vyoy* ' ' 

^5 a^CL'T avxoiJ^au®^* tb 5' axXve (poi,€(^ A^roXXcyy,' 

The Apollo Medicus, or healiiig Apollo, occurs alfo in 
other poets, a? the inventor of piediciije, and the difcoverer 
of the ufe of fimples : 

Inventum medicina meum eji ; opiferquc per orbem 
Dicor\ et ^er^arumjutjeda potentia nobis, ^ 

The claim of Apollo to this fragment is further ftrength- 
ened, by the circuraftance of the hair j which curls luxu* 

1 Horn: II: 1. 44, 

M II : I. V. 4.35. 

3 Ov : Met; ' i 5, 24,- 

riantly 
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riafttly :taui5d the fece, and falls in graceful ringiete behind 
the head. This: was a ftriking charafteriftic of the God's 
perfon, «id procured him, amongft the Greeks, the ap* 
pellation«x^fr€xofxvj^^ or long-locked ; and with the Romans^ 
thtit O^ Grannus or Grynceus.d, Celtic appellative, defcriptive 
Qf.the radiant, thick, and trembhng Solar beams. *~To 
the .flowing locks of Apollo, the poets are perpetually 
alluding ; 

Dzgnos et ApoUini crines^ 

c 

Says Ovid of a beautiful head of hair ; and Tibullus, 
in an addrefs to the God himfelf, does not forget to cele- 
brate his profufe ringlets as conftituting a chief ornament 
ofhisperfon; 

Nunc indue vejiem 
Sepqfitam, longas nunc bene peEle comas ^ 

On a coin preferved in the Numifmata of Albertus 
Rubenius," is a f tverfe, reprefenting Apollo confervator^ the 

1 Grynxus and Grannus are evidently derived from the Celtic Cr/««; which is 
compofed of Cr/, tremblings . and-TV/^^ fire.^— >I-o the oblique cafea Tein makes Tbtin, 
which it pronounced £/«, or An ; the confonants which begin the nominative of 
Celtic words Being invariably quieicen^ in the genetive ; fo that Cri-ein, or Cri-an> 
literally figoifies the tremhlingfire^ in allufion to the fun's appearance to the eye.— 
Oflian countenances this etymon of Crian in his addrefs to that luminary. — Stu cri 
0i£ doi/a a' at'rdiar''^'whcTk than /r/n^/r/? at the gate of the Weft, — Vide Macpher- 
fon'slnt: totheHift: of Great Britain and Ireland, p. i6o» 

2 Tabula 6q. N. 6. 

' ' : repeller 
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repellcr of peftilence and difeafe, and avertcr of eviL Ke 
tliere appears crowned with laurel/ and beaiinga lyreinf 
his hand« As his office in this city was of a Qmil^ ifiituren 
we may fuppofe the flatue under confideratwfl, when; 
perfe£l, exhibited him in the fame charafter, and with the 
lame accompaniment ; and (landings probably, in the 
Penetralia of his own temple, he exemplified, in many 
particulars, the exquifitely beautiful defcription of a pic* 
ture of this God, given by Tibullus ; 

Hicjuvenis cajld redimitus temporalauro 

Ejt vijiis nqfird ponerejede pedem : 
Non illo quicquamformojius ulla priorum 

jEtds, huinamimnccmdetiUudopus. - •• 

Jntonji crines longd cervicejluebant; 

Stdlabat Tyrio myrtea rore coma. 
Candor erat, qualem prafert Latonia Luna} 

Et color in niveo corpore piirpureus : 
lit Juveni frimujn virgo dediida marito 

Injicitur tencras ore ruhente genas; 
Ut quum contexunt amaranthis alba pitlLe 

Lilioy et Autumno Candida mala rubent^ 



1 '» 



% Itntvident that fomefpecies of ornament encircled ttie liead^ as tlierc arc ft* 
vend perfbrationi, by the means of which it appears to have faflened on. 
s Tiballus, £1 : Lib ; 2* 
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XT is with cbniiderable diffidence that 1 entel: oil the con- 
fideration of this piece of antique mafonry; bekig fo 
unfortunate as to differ in opinion refpefting it, with a 
gentleman whofe deep erudition and intimate acquaintance 
with antiquarian fubjefls, render him fo much better qua- 
lified than my felf, for the inveftigation^ and illuftration of 
whatever is doubtful or obfcure in that line of refearch. 
But as no Hypothefis, however happy it may be, can amount 
to abfolute demonftration ; further conje6iures on the 
fubje£l,notwithftanding the ingenious remarks of Governor 
Pownal, are by no means precluded; and that liberality of 
fentiment which ^ufually accompanies intelleftual excel- 
lence, will, I truft, require no apology, when I offer fuch 
as have arifen in my mind after an atteative coniideratipnof 
this dnrioas reioain of antiquity » 



The Governor's opinion with regard to it wiU be found 
in the following cxtra6l from his pamphlet. 

Q * Th* 



( 74 ) 

" The Symbolic Head, found in the fame place, which I 
propofe here to defcribe and to explain, when viewed as 
we fee it, in its prefent fituation, cut in ftrong and coarfe 
lines, appears to be a very ordinary rough piece of fculp- 
ture ; but when fet in the fituation in which it muft have 
been placed, two or threfe and thirty feet high, it would 
give the proper effeft, which, if cut in more delicate lines, 
it would not have given. It is carved on a mafonry of large 
ftones,the remaining parts of which, fhew that this mafonry 
was the Tympanum of a pediment of fome confiderable 
building. — ^By what maybe collefled from feveral fragments 
found in the fame place with this, it appears that the vefti* 
bule of this building muft have been of a very richCorin- 
thian order, and (allowing for the difference of the Roman 
and Englifti) about thirty feet fquare in breadth and height ; 
and that, moft probably, the interior fpace of the teinj)le 
was a double cube of thefe dimenfions. 

" Whoever examines this fyrabolic ornament, with deli-' 
berate and diftin^ ideas, formed on the faft, will difcover 
that this head is no head of Med u fa ; 



€rin!ta draconibus ora^ Ov: Met; lib. 4. 



*^ He will not jSnd the hair to be crines anguicomcdi he% 
will fee the hair, though rudely <;ut, remaining in its natural' 
ftate. He may obferve the ferpents mixed with the hair 
furimmd or are^ placed u^arL the ca^nt pinnatum^ as fOrple- 
what adfcititious; Two ferpcats.are tied jogcther iii a 

M kind 
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kiod of knot uoder the chin; the heads of two otljers 
ptojeS beyond the hair, about the place of the ears ; four 
others fcem to be plaited in ^ knpt on the upper part of 
the head above the wings, 

. ^^ This ornament, fo placed, I (hall be able, I hope^ to 
explain in the following paper, as the Serpentine or Clieru-^ 
inc Diadem, which the Egyptians, Rhodians, and fome 
other nations in the Eaft, placed upon thp head of tho 
divine fymbol of their God, 

*' Although it is reprefented in thp fable of Medufa, that 
her fine hair became ferpents, fo transformed as a punifh- 
raent inflifted by the in/dignation of the pods; yet the 
betuty of her countenance rpmained, and thus (he is re^^- 
prefehtpd in the beft gems, which give decidedly the head 
of Medufa. The pountenance here in this fragment is that 
of a bearded m^e. With large wbifkers, not a female ; of 
an afpeQ. ftern, yet open as the day, (paTS^vg txq 'ov^aj, juft 
0S Mereury is defcribed in his charafler of Sol/'* 

The Governor then proceeds to the explanation of this 
mafonty, in which he difplays much ingenuity, and recon- 
dite leaf ning ; and adds the following paragraph as ^he 
general jtonclufion of his premifes. 

1 Governor Pownal's Defcriptions and Explanations of fome Remains of Roman 
ArtiqAiitics, dug up in the ^itjp of Bath. CruUvvcU, ^795* P» «• 3t 

9 Z ** Now 
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« ^^Now/ putting together that this capiit fivf^ibun^ 
erowned with the Terpentine diadem, was the diauHe 
emUem of the Sun ; and that this emblem^ as m its firft 
form was almoft univerfally placed in the frorts of the 
temples in Egypt, and on many in Perfia ; I lay combining 
this idea with the facl that this city^ afterwards by the 
Saxons called Baden^ was originally by the Ranums called 
AfUiZ Salts, and facred iQ Sol; alfo with the fnQ, that after 
the time in which (he Flavian family were Emperors of 
Rome, temples dedicated to Sol, under the theolo^ 
notions, explained in this paper, were frequently ere3ed ; 
we may venture to fay that this curious piece qfaiUiqwty is a 
fragment of a temple of Sol; and that this caput pinnatum', 
crowned with the frpentine diadem, is the cherubic embkm of 
Sol, placed in the front of this temple, particularly ia the 
tympanum of the pediment." 

Notwithftanding the ingenious and erudite r^afoning of 
Governor Pownal on the fubjeS, I pannot but think his 
hypothefi^ is ill-founded — ^that the fculpture before us, fo 
f^r from being the cherubic emblem of the Sun, and a frag- 
ment; of a temple dedicated to that Deity, is the tympanum 
of an edifice facred to Minerva, and reprefents the head of 
Medufa, an appropriate emblem of that Goddefs. The 
following obfervations will probably be thought to (jon- 

firm, or at leaft corroborate this opixiion. 

• ••♦•• 

It may be to our purpofe to prove, in the firft place, 

that a temple dedicated to MzJierva, flood formerly in the - 

city 
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city r of .Bath; . F6r this; '■ fwEt we have . the teftimony of 
Soliaufs^ who exprdslyi tells us, la magnificent edifiee of 
this kind was'ereded there by the Romans, whoconfidered 
Minerva and Ajiollo, as the joint tutelary Deities of its 
healing fprings.* Here fhe was probably worfljipped under 
her mtdfcal charaEUr \ fince at Rome; among many other 
temples, fhe had one as patronefs of the Pharmaceutic Art,« 

• I <^F«fmbi^ BiitMUua ca)^ot^" pieiliorjM (SoIiiiM PdlyhiA.'e. ta.)" ^'Opipato 
f excjiltos agparBtu ; ^uibas fontjbaa pr^pfi)! fit Mu2erva,in cuji^s aede. pcrpetoi igne a 
'* nanquam canelcant in favUlas fe^ obi ignla tabaerit vcrtere in giobos Saxeos. '* 
Qttos fontes ab hit aqais ( f)^»T« di|^) diftii^gocndoB non pat ant: lit adeo ct Mi«. 
Dervat er Soil tqoap foeriiit Uxx^sat. Cuil : Huitoa, Com : in Aacomn • p. z6o. 

Jji the above quotation fjroo) Solinus a curioija ctrcuqalftancc \& ip^Dtipaed witb 
ycfpcdl to th.c fuel conjumed in the lemfU of Minerva^ which, fiiys the writer, •« }$ 
never reduced to white afiieSj bnt converted into^o^p^ nednletj* A gentleman fng- 
j^fled» tbat iliSa '4eftlHittda evidently |)aintttd at c^H, as tfae matter borot in the 
templje of Minerva. A i^e heated o^^fs of wjiich fe£E)i would produce ji)ft.^^c 
Solinus mentions ; not white aibesj but roandi(b« heavy cinders ; not unlike in 
weight and appeafaoce, a diifk and porous ftone. lliia opinion is flrengthened 
by the eafe 'vrfth whtcli coal might hii^vc been procured in the neighbourhood of 
cKis cjty>i^ it )if| ki'§liiioft every difi^f^ioii round itt and at no gre^t diftaoce from 
the furface. It is rendered {prtber probable^ by the certainty we h^ve of its u(f 
being perfectly known to the* britons} and to the Ro'mans atfb on^their arrival here. 
** That the Britons in general were acquainted with this fuelj is evident from its 
*f.ejppettitfotta»o|igft uaar ^^tt^xiXt which isnop ^aitn ^or $fiff/k, and fobfifis 
15 . artHQneft the Ici(b ia ihfiit Gua/t and ^mongft thp Cor|ii(h» in their Khlati^ to this 
«« day." Whitaker's Hift : Matocheftcr, v. a. p. 37. " The Romans were as 
*' welt acquainted with our pft-coal> as with our orci and metals; in digging up 
«^ ibme'df t&efa^ndatioai of their wat^d <fity i^agM or CMrvn^am, I'j^tt coal 
<< cinders, fome very lai^ were turoe^ op^ glowed in the fiic likd other cinders, 
** and not .to be known from them when taken out/' Wallis's Hift : Nor- 
i;^humberland, v. i. p. 119. 

«' a TeiftpU Miaervs^ Medicx P. viAor meminit, quod (bit m regione v. Rofini 
Airtjjl- Rom: 179, 

Such 
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!Such being the faft, and every cir<Jumftance of the frag^ 
mcnt before us, referring to Minerva, under fomc or btbet 
of her chara6lers, it feei^s likely that the whole belonged 
originally to the temple mentioned by Solinus^ 

Let us, however, confidcr Governor Povnal's objefliont 
to this. 

The hair, he obferves, will not be fotitid to be crines 
anguicovue, but, though rudely cut, to be in its , natural 
Jlate. Now, on confidering moft of the heads of Medufa^ 
collefted from gems, fculptures, and coins, by antiquaries^ 
we find them ftrikingly fimilar to thdt under Cdnfideration. 
Hence it appears, that we are to confider the crinita dfOt* 
cordbus ora^ and Aich like expreflians oi th6 ancient poets 
(for the antique fculptures, after all, form thii beft com- 
ment upon them), as figurative apd poetical, intended to 
convey the idea, that the fine hair of Medula wa^ mter^ 
mingled with ferpents ; not as Exhibiting abfolutely fnaky 
locks^ or confifling of fnakes altogether. 

* • 

Governor Pownal next - remarks, that though the fine 

hair of Medufd became ferpents, yet the the beauty of het 
countenance Jlill remained \ that tlie face in theiragment is, 
that of a bearded male, with whijkers, and therefore caiutot 
be intended for the Gorgon s countenance. 



Now the fact is, that Medufa, m ancient gejros and 
llulpturcs, is rcprcfentcd under various appearances } 

fometiihes 
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fometimes with a face beautiful and fcrenc, at others, as 
convulfed with paflion, and diftorted with horror.^ 

The contra£lion of brow in the fragment, which was 
intended to give an expreflion of ferocity that could not be 
introduced into the eyes, agrees admirably well with the 
ftern and fierce afpcft generally attributed by the poets to 
Medufa. On the ftiield of Agamemnon fhe was to be fecn 
with eyes fierce, and looking horror : 

» 

On that of Hercules alfo, the fame dire monfter ap« 
peared, with fimilar fearful circumilances ; 



X Spence'ft Polyoketis, plate 4i,fif. a. Medafas's headi exhibiting rage and 
horror, from a (hield at the foot of the ftatue of Mars, at the Borghefe Villa, near 
Home. 

2 Horn: II; xi. v, 36. 

In eo autem Gorgon trux ocqlis adornara erat 
Horre&dua afp icicasj ec circum Texrorquc cc fuga* 
8 H«riod AlBJX 'HPAK. y» aas* 23Q. omne dorfum habeUc capuc gravis Moiu 
ftri Oorf (b— -In gtaTibtf I capicibua GorgfMrcis agitabatur maguM teisor, 

Lucan 
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Lucan alludes to her terrific look , 
Quos haJbuit vultus hamativulnereferrl 
Cafa caput Gorgon? Quantofpiraffe veneno 
Ora rcar^ qiumtumjue ocidos effmidere mortis.^ 

A fimilar allufion occurs in Flaccus ; 
^-^--^Horrentem colubris (jEgidcm), vultuqw iranmdani 
Gorgones, 



» 



And Virgil hath not forgotten to mention the rolling of 
her eyes as a diflinguifhing and horrible circumftance in the 
countenance of Medufa; 

Gotgona, defeSlo vertentem lumina colloJ 

That fhe is ev^r reprefented indeed with a beard or 
tvhi(kers, I do not find. But thefe appendages ifiay, I 
ihink, be very \y^Il accounted for, by taking into con- 
fideration that as the fculpture was intended for an eleva- 
tion of thirty or forty feet, the architeft might have added 
them (improperly enough) for the purpofes of giving more 
charafter to the countenance, and conveying into it that 

im/culinejerocity, which the poets attributed to it,* 

* 

\ Lib : 9. T. 680. 

% Argonau, 6. v. 176. • u 

3 En : 8. ¥♦ 438. 

4 Cupid is introdnced, in Lacian's Diatogues/ as tilling lits aso^her, tliat Mifter- 
'^% appearance is fo fierce and mafcuUne^ he is afraid to approach her. AiIWb «r fir'rt^« 

author tells us alfo, that a fimilar ma/culinc a d ferocious look might be obferved in 
the CfiUMWtenct of her j£gh^ P« do. 

The 
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The wings attached to the head conftitute a funher proof 
that Meduja was intended to be hcire reprefented. Moil of 
the gems and fculptures reprefent her with a caput pirma^ 
turn, which Teems to have been thus ornamented, in 
allufion to the fable of her deftruftion, accompUfhed by 
Perfeus with the afTiftance of Merc u,ry yrho apcommo- 
dated the hero with his own wings, whetj he undi^rtpo]^ to 
deftroy this pernicious monfter,* 

• Another argument jri favour of my opinion may. be 
drawn from the fnakes which are interwoven with the hair, 
particularly thofe that are conruEUd together under the chin, 
%o which both Ovid and Virgil mpre efpecially allude ; 

Nexaque nodofas angue Medicfa cottios. 
Connexos angues.* 

The above obfervations may, perhaps, remove the 
Governor's objefiions with refpeft to the head being than 
of Medufa. — It will now be neceffary to notice certain 
ornaments obfervable on the fragment, which may be 
adduced as depifive proofs of the whole referring to Minerva 
inftead of SoL 

On confidering the annexed engraving, it will be Remarked 
that the head is furrounded by two circular ornaments. 

The external one exhibits an olive wreath, as is evident 

• ♦ 

I Montfaacon, Tom: i. p. 144, 
a Ovid ex ponto, Lib- 3. Ep: j. r. t«4. 

^ from 
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From the long, narrow, and flightly indented leaves, and 
the. berries which accompany thcni.-riThat this tree wa^s 
iacred to Minerva, arui embJcmatical of hjcr a^ pa-troneCj 
of the arts, i& notorious/ In clalCcal mytholo^., (he w^ 
feigned to have firft prcfented the valuable plant; to. mi^nr 
kind ; and in her peaceful charaifter, was always repre- 
fented, either with a branch of it in her handy or v^ithi onp 
encircling her helmet.* Anotherufual accompaniment of 
the fame Deity, in fculpture and gems, is the ozvl, or bird 
of wifdom, which was fuppofcd to be particularly agreeable 
p the Goddefs of it. ; 

^on comes ohfcuruf tripodu^^^ 

VeSlor odes, Jp,avceque fonans avis unca Minerva.^ 

A bird of this fpecies appeals qn, the Tympanum, juft 
without the external circular ornament ; which, (though 
Governor Pownal; confider^ it a$ a negative proof o^ the 
triuthof his Hypothefis) I; cannot bvt think, ws^s intended a$ 
^further indication . of the. cKclulive claipi of Miner va, to 
the edifice of whiqh Jt was an.ornament^-rrThe^ fame obfer- 
vatipi^ may be madip with^refpeft tp the Helmet that appears 
on the oppofite fide ; it being, an emblem of the I)iv(i 
armigera, or Minerva in her warlike charafter; and as 
fuch, is a very common reprefentfi^^ipn in fculptures which 

1 Olea, Mincrvse fyrobolam eftf cui haec arbor facra artiom habita praefes, qnap 
artes ad lucernam nodlu lacubrando nimtom quantoiD.cttfcuntin qualucernact okuoi 
adhiberi folet. Ant: Augaft: Dial: in Antiq; D. ?• p. 19. 

2 Id: Dial: 4. p. 69. 

.3 Statius, Theb: Lib^: 3. y, 520* 

have 
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have a reference to heh Though it be fdmewhat defaced 
by the injuries of tirtie, it fliH affbrds us a pretty good 
pattern of the Rotnian Gdled\ antd j^Voves HoV adhiitably 
this |>iece of MeaLd-arrnour was calculated to anfwer the 
prirpdfes for which it ^is defi^hed. It might not be indeed 
fo light, ribr perhaps, fo bfeconiihg, ai the cavalry helmet 
of modern days ; yet its cohffruftion rendered it niuCh 
more ufeful to the wearer, aftd pireferved him both from 
inconvenience and injuries, to which the imperfeft form 
of the one now in tife, rfenders him liable. The fir ap that 
appears on each fide, and which was faftened under the 
chin, prevented the poflibilky of thfe helmet being thrown 
oflF in the fhock of battlfe, an acckJent that may eafily 
happeh witholit fuch a precaution. This appendage wa^ 
called 0%6y^, aftd mad-e a pa(rt of the ancient Grecian, as 
well as Romatt Helnifct.* Another fuperiority which the 
Rcftnan Head:*armour pofleffed over the modern 6ne, was 
the buccula or leathern flap, that depehdied fir6m the barck 
of the helmet, and covered the neck and part of the 
fhoulders. This addition muft, doubtlefs, have been fome- 
what incommodiou!s to the wearer. Until ufe had reconciled 
him to it ; but the inconvenience was amply fecompenfed 
by its utility, fince it preferved thofe parts from being 
wounded, which being left expofed by the modern 
Cafque, are, as I am inforined, very frequently, and fcr-- 
verely injured. 

1 le was this ftrap» which, had it not been for tjie iaterpofition of Venus, would 
have been the death of Paris, fn his conteft with Menelaos. 

Of 01 vt' ArOffff ft^Kof o;^ivf 7fT«ero T^v^ftXf *)}?« Ilom. !• y, 57 1* 

p 2 I pro- 
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1 proceed now to the laft, perhaps the ftrongeft proof, 
that the Tympanum under confideration may be confidered 
as part of the temple of .Minerva mentioned by Solinus. — 
It is well known that the ancients efteemed certain beafls to 
be particularly agreeable to particular Gods, — Thefe, on 
feftivals, and other folemn occafions, they offered up ; and 
each Deity was regaled with the favor that arofe from the 
facrifice of his favorite animal ; 

It is equally Certain, that the Goddefs Minerva was 
thought to prefer ^.n Heifer of a year old to any other beaftj 
and, under this abfiird impreffion, the ancients frequently 
made that offering to her, as the raoft grateful one in their 
power. — Such a facrifice does Diamed promife to Minerva^ 
as the recompence of her affiflance in an expedition }|pis 
labout to undertake ; 

• 

And Helenus advifes twelve of them to be facrifided to 
the fartie Goddefs, as the mofl: likely means of engaging her 
compaflion in behalf of Troy and its inhabitants; 

1 Houii III i,r«3i7« Kidcr jiutemad cs^loRi Ibait circumfufusfumo. 
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Hfif, t^KS^as ia^£Vffafxey, ' &c. 

Now it is a curious and remarkable circumftance.ftrongly 
Corroborative of the opinion I have ventured to fuggefl, 
ihai/everal horns, together with parts oFJkuUs, which from 
their fliape, figure, and fize, are, unqueftionably, ihofe of ■ 
yiarlir^s, were found on the fame fpot with the Tympa- 
num and other fragments of the temple to which it be- 
longed. This fa£l feems to fettle, beyond doubt, that the 
fa/?omarJ' facrifices to Minerva had been offered in this 
edifice; and, when connefted with the other circumftances 
above adduced, forms fo powerful a body of prefumptive 
proof xhzx. the edifice itfelf was confecrated to this Goddefs, 
as nothing, but abfolute demonftration lo the contrary, 
can refifl or overturn." 

1 £t ei voveat duodecim boT« in tCmplo 
Anoiculu, jugam non psflki, racrificatoratn, &c. II : 6i r, 931 
e Tbeoth«r fragment herewith reprefentcd, is part of ijiyi»g Geniui; two of which 
appear to have fupported the outer wreath, a* may be concluded from the remaining 
hltad* and arm vifible on the right fide of it. 
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